WHIG AM i? 


Paul L. Walker 
Charles Paul Conn 


WEG AM i? 


PATHWAY PRESS 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quota- 
tions in this book are from the King James Version 
of the Bible. 


Scripture quotations identified as PHILLIPS are 
The New Testament in Modern English, Revised 
Edition, translated by J. B. Phillips, copyright J. B. 
Phillips, 1972. Used by permission of the Macmillan 
Company. 


Scripture quotations identified as BERKELEY are 
from the MODERN LANGUAGE NEW TESTAMENT 
—THE NEW BERKELEY VERSION IN MODERN 
ENGLISH, Copyright © 1945, 59, 69 by Zondervan 
Publishing House and are used by permission. 


Scripture quotations identified as NEB are from 
The New English Bible, the Delegates of the Oxford 
University Press, and the Syndics of the Cambridge 
University Press, copyright 1961 and 1970. Reprinted 
by permission. 


Scripture quotations identified as AMPLIFIED are 
from The Amplified Bible. Quotations from the Old 
Testament are used by permission of Zondervan 
Publishing House. Quotations from the New Testa- 
ment are used by permission of the Lockman Foun- 
dation. 


Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 74-82934 
International Standard Book Number 0-87148-905-8 


Prepared and Produced by Pathway Press, Cleveland, Tennessee 37311 
© Copyright MCMLXXIV by Pathway Press, Cleveland, Tennessee, U.S.A. 
All Rights Reserved 
Printed in the United States of America 


WHI@ AM i? 


Larry L. Benz, Editor 
Jim Padgett, Cover 
Johnny Poiter, Illustrations 


. 
os. 
hee 
* 
— a ae ~—* } 
a : nl q 
Po Sa, 


Sad oy ; 


ag ee 0 


Bt gea 


te 
‘? 
wt el eee 
WEVA EC ee 
es Boe 
= 
VG 

; 


12 


13 


CONTENTS 


Dowd Have Valuedes 24 2 9 
May I Ask Honest Questions? ss «17 
What Is Success? ___ oe See. es a5) 
Where Are the Answers? S855 
Which Way sieges. ie ee Be AT 
Is My Life Well Balanced? __...._..._. 61 
Must I Hibernate or Infiltrate? _... 75 
May: LStantiOvier 2.98 29 140s a. 87 
Why Do I-Want.to Rebel? 2.2... .. . 93 


Is This What God Wants Me to Do? __ 101 
How Can I Get Along With Others? — 109 
Whe Really Cares?s 22 Ves ees 9 


What Does It Mean to Be in Christ? 129 


DO i tlAvVe d 
VALUE? 


Bible Reading: 
Luke 11:11-13; 15:3-10 


What is life? This was the question posed 
in a survey given to a group of young people. 

A variety of responses was returned: “Life is 
a joke that isn’t even funny.” “Life is a bad 
dream from which you never awaken.” “Life 
is a jail sentence for the crime of being born.” 
“Life is a bad disease for which there is no 
cure.” 

All of these answers give us the feeling that 
life is cheap—it has no value. The effort to 
live and be productive is useless. 

In contrast, an editor of the Atlanta Con- 
stitution was kidnapped in February of 1974. 
The kidnappers demanded $700,000 in small 
bills. Without delay the newspaper officials se- 
cured the money and followed the kidnappers’ 
instructions to the smallest detail. No effort 
was spared to restore this man to the communi- 
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ty and his family. To his fellow workers, fam- 
ily, friends, and community he was very valu- 
able and worth much more than $700,000. 

The ransom money was delivered; the editor 
was returned; and just a few, short hours later 
the kidnappers were apprehended and all of the 
money recovered. 

The point is this: Life is valuable to those 
who value life. 

But the question is, How do we measure our 
worth? 

Is there some ruler, computer, or other mea- 
suring scale by which we compute our signifi- 
cance? 

In one sense there is a scale by which we 
measure our value, and it is the Bible—the 
Word of God. 

In fact, Christ says that we are not to worry 
about our lives because we can “Look at the 
birds of the air, how they neither sow nor reap 
nor gather into barns, but your heavenly Fa- 
ther feeds them. Are not you more valuable 
then they?” (Matthew 6:26, Berkeley). 

Also, in Luke 15:3-7 we read that Christ is 
so concerned about us as individuals that He is 
willing to leave the crowd to hunt for one lost 
person. 

In the language of the Bible Christ asks the 
question, “What man of you, having an hun- 
dred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not 
leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, 
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and go after that which is lost, until he find 
it?” (Luke 15:4). 

He answers this question in verses 5 and 6 
by saying: “And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when 
he cometh home, he ecalleth together his friends 
and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with 
me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.” 

Finally, Christ concludes by making the point 
that there is great joy when the true value of 
a person is achieved through accepting Christ, 
the Shepherd, in repentance or new spiritual 
life. The Bible puts it this way in verse 7: “I 
say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heav- 
en over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need 
no repentance.” 

This idea of personal value is further sup- 
ported in Luke 15:8-10. In these passages Christ 
tells the story of a woman who possibly lived 
in very poor circumstances. She had ten pieces 
of silver, and each piece was so valuable that 
when she lost one piece, she looked in every 
nook and cranny until she found it. When she 
finally found it, the Bible says that “‘she call- 
eth her friends and her neighbours together, 
saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the 
piece which I had lost” (Luke 15:9). 

From these two parables given by Christ 
we can learn that we are valuable for three 
basic reasons: 
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God cares about what He has created. 


In the parables, the Shepherd gives us an 
understanding of the kind of God who really 
scares. He especially cares about people because 
He created them in His own image (Genesis 
1:26; Psalm 8:4, 5). He sets our value far above 
the value of any of the rest of creation because 
regenerated man possesses His moral image 
in knowledge, righteousness, and _ holiness 
(Ephesians 4:28, 24). In fact, the Bible urges 
us to become a new spiritual person or to put 
on a new man “which is renewed in knowledge 
after the image of him that created him” (Co- 
lossians 3:10). This means that we are valuable 
because we have been created for eternal life. 
John 6:47 sums it up by saying, “He that be- 
lieveth on me hath everlasting life.” 

This is the rejoicing of the angels over the 
lost sheep and the lost coin which were found 
(Luke 16:7;.10): 


God has provided a means of rescue be- 
cause every person is important, 


In the figure of the lost sheep and lost coin 
we can see that each was important enough 
for the shepherd and the woman to leave the 
other sheep and the coins to spend the time 
and effort necessary to find the lost sheep and 
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the lost coin. By all human standards this seems 
ridiculous. Why care about one sheep when you 
have ninety-nine? Why look for one piece cf 
silver when you have nine in a safe place? 

The point is this: Each one of us is very 
valuable—so valuable that God sent His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to die for us and redeem us from 
our sins (Romans 5:6-9). God rescued us 
through Christ. He loves each one of us—re- 
gardless! In spite of our attitude, our sins, our 
habits, our problems, our fears, our failures, 
or all of our “hassles,’’ God took the initiative 
and reached out to rescue us. 


God takes a special interest. 


It is one thing to say God cares, but it is a 
totally different thing to say that God takes 
a special interest. But, that is exactly what 
God does—He takes a special interest. 

In Luke 15:5 and 6 the shepherd finds the 
lost sheep, puts it on his shoulder, rejoices, and 
takes it home. Our Shepherd too takes a special 
interest because we are very valuable. 

Sometimes it is easy to get lost in the crowd 
—to feel that nobody cares, that everybody 
makes demands which even they cannot meet. 

Sometimes we might feel like Michele, a 
17-year-old who walked out into the sea never 
to be seen again. She gave up because she didn’t 
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think she was valuable. She left a note that 
ended by saying, “I never did know why you 
demanded perfection out of me when you, your- 
self, are not perfect.” 

But God understands. He knows we are not 
perfect and wants to do something about it. 
He says that we are very valuable, and He 
leaves us with a most important promise: “If 
a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a 
father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask 
a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 
Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a 
scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:11-13). 

God offers us the power of the Holy Spirit 
to enable us to achieve our highest potential. 
God proved to us that we have value by send- 
ing His Son as a sacrifice to redeem our lives 
from sin and the penalty of death. 

Ask yourself the question: Do I have value? 
The answer is yes—because God cares; because 
He provides for your rescue and takes a special 
interest in your life. 
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MAY i ASK 2 
HOkeCST 
GUCSTIONS ? 


Bible Reading: 


Matthew 16:13-17 
John 3:1-6: 4:5-29 


“Dad, can I use the car tonight? Mom, can 
I go on a date with Jack next Friday? What 
course shall I take? What dress shall I wear? 
What play shall I call? Where shall I go on 
dates? Why should I go to church? Is it okay 
to smoke? What about pot? What is so bad 
about an occasional drink? Who is God? How 
do I know the Bible is true? Is Christ for real? 
What vocation shall I choose? Will I ever get 
married ?” 

Questions .. . questions . . . questions! Life 
is filled with questions. We probably ask mil- 
lions of questions in a lifetime. Sometimes we 
get satisfactory answers; sometimes we don’t. 
However, when we get right down to it, some 
questions are far more important than others, 
and the good thing about God is that He wel- 
comes honest questions. In fact, this is why He 
gave us the Bible—to answer our questions. 

Jesus Christ spent a lot of time talking with 
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people about their questions; and when we 
check the Bible, we find that there are three 
basic questions we each must face honestly. 
They are the following: 


How Can I Understand God? 


We have been living during the scientific age. 
We have been trained to think logically and to 
question the cause-and-effect relationship of 
everything. Because of this we sometimes get . 
in a bind about God and His meaning in our 
world. 

This is precisely what happened to the wom- 
an of Samaria in John 4:5-29. While Christ was 
resting at Jacob’s Well outside of a town called 
Sychar, she came to draw water. Being a Sa- 
maritan she had no time for Jesus or Israelites 
because the Jews believed worship should be 
conducted in Jerusalem, while the Samaritans 
(the Northern Kingdom that had broken away 
from Israel, the Southern Kingdom) believed 
worship should be conducted at Mount Gerazim 
where a rival Samaritan temple had been built. 
The problems between Jews and Samaritans 
were much like many of the racial tensions we 
experience in our world today. 

It was in this kind of situation that the wom- 
an of Samaria raised the question of worship. 
Christ responded by saying, “The hour cometh, 
when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet 
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at Jerusalem, worship the Father” (John 4:21), 
because “true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth” (verse 23). Then 
Christ made the point that ‘God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 

By this reply Christ opened up an entirely 
new way for this woman to understand God. 
God was not confined to mountains or temples 
because He was the eternal God of the universe 
to be worshiped in the heart and mind. 

This woman was guilty of a common error 
we sometimes commit. She was so caught up 
in the technicalities of the place and tradi- 
tion of worship that she missed the creative 
spirit of God that inspires worship. She had a 
very narrow and inadequate understanding of 
God. By the same token it is easy to treat 
the Bible, God’s book, as if it were a scientific 
journal rather than the record of God’s com- 
munication with man. 

While the Bible contains scientific truth, it 
is not a chemistry textbook filled with formulas 
and material adapted for the chemistry lab. If 
it were a book of astronomy, mathematics, or 
physics, it would be complete with charts, dia- 
grams, experimental data, and other types of 
appropriate content. 

The point is this: There is no war between 
science and the Bible. Science functions to help 
us in our efforts to inhabit the earth and con- 
trol it. Science does not push back God’s fron- 


19 


tiers and remove Him from the scene; rather, 
it pushes back the frontiers of human igno- 
rance to reveal the orderliness, coherence, and 
majesty of the creative genius of a sovereign 
God. 

The scientist may focus His telescope on the 
stars and planets and say, “I do not see God.” 
However, the telescope cannot discern God. On- 
ly when the spirit of the scientist discerns the 
Spirit of God behind the order and magnitude 
of the solar system can he begin to understand 
God. Likewise the scientist may take a piano 
apart and study each piece under a microscope 
only to reach the conclusion, “I find no music.” 
Of course he doesn’t. It is only when the scien- 
tist catches the spirit of that piano being played 
by the concert pianist that he will understand 
and appreciate its music. 

Thus, to understand God we reach out in the 
spirit of faith and contact Him as the eternal 
being whose Spirit is the creative force of all 
the universe and its living things. 


Who Is Jesus Christ? 


Another honest question Christ often con- 
fronted concerned His identity. In Matthew 16: 
13 Christ asked His disciples, “Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am?” In verse 14 
we see that He received a variety of answers; 
such as, “Elias,” “Jeremias,” or, “one of the 
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prophets.” But this was not good enough; so 
Christ put the question squarely to Simon 
Peter in verse 15: “But whom say ye that I 
am?” Peter got the message and answered loud 
and clear: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (verse 16). 

The Son of the living God! What a statement! 
But what does it mean? It means that God, in 
His own time and in His own wisdom, wanted 
us to know and understand His eternal power 
and Spirit; so, He came to us in terms that we 
could not possibly mistake. He came by putting 
His Spirit and truth in a man, and we know 
Him as Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Christ came into the world to do the will of 
God (John 4:34), to forgive sins (Mark 2:9- 
11), to heal the sick (Matthew 9:35-10:1), to 
overcome the world (John 16:33), to perform 
miracles (John 2:23), and to conquer death 
(Revelation 1:18, 2:8). 

Christ was God come to earth in human form 
that we might become the recipients of God’s 
promises (Luke 24:44; 2 Corinthians 1:19, 20) 
and receive power to become God’s_ sons 
(Jonn- teAZ)s 


How Can I Relate to God? 


Another honest question was asked in John 
3:4 by a man named Nicodemus. He was a 
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prominent Jew who could boast of being a 
Pharisee and a member of the prestigious San- 
hedrin Court. What he really wanted to know 
was how he could relate to God in the way that 
Jesus Christ preached about (John 3:1, 2). 
Christ told him that he would have to be born - 
again, and Nicodemus asked the obvious: “How 
can a man be born when he is old?” (John 3:4). 

This is the same question we often ask, 
“What does it mean to be born again?” Christ 
told Nicodemus he would have to be born of 
water and the Spirit if he wanted to enter the 
kingdom of God (John 3:5); and Christ tells 
us the same thing today. We must accept Him 
as Lord and Master by coming to Him just as 
we are. It means that we dedicate our lives to 
Him as the most important force in our living. 

One of our problems today is that many peo- 
ple are giving first-class loyalties to second- 
class causes. By being born again we live up 
to the finest that is in us. It means that we 
stop being a poor imitation of ourselves. We let 
go and let God have His way in our lives. 


In the words of Ella Wheeler Wilcox: 


One ship drives east and another 
drives west 

With the selfsame winds that blow. 

’Tis the set of the sails 

And not the gales 

Which tells us the way to go. 
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We relate to God when we set our sails to 
be blown by the winds of the Holy Spirit into 
the newness of life. 

Yes, we can ask honest questions, and then 
we must make appropriate decisions. While life 
is made up of questions, it also includes de- 
cisions. We cannot remain neutral. 

Above the Jaffa Gate of Jerusalem there is a 
small plateau known as the Terrace of Inde- 
cision. When the rains come, the water falls on 
the terrace, but because the ground is so level, 
it hardly knows which way to run! If the water 
runs west, it travels through the valley of roses 
into the fertile plain of Sharon. If it goes east, 
it splashes down barren slopes into the Jordan 
River and flows on to the Dead Sea. 

The water cannot stay on the Terrace of In- 
decision. It has to choose between the Plain of 
Sharon and the Dead Sea. We have to choose, 
too—God’s way or our own way? 

Joshua asked some honest questions, and he 
made some honest decisions. Joshua said, “As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” 
(Joshua 24:15). 
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WIEIAL i6 
SUCCESS? 


Bible Reading: 


Matthew 16:24-26 
Luke 12:16-21; 18:18-23 
2 Timothy 4:10 


Sometimes we wonder whether or not we 
will be successful. We want to excel and feel 
that we are looked upon as being capable. We 
know of people who are great athletes, who 
make top grades, who display unusual talent, 
or who just seem to make everything turn out 
right. 

But how does one go about measuring suc- 
cess? For instance, here is a “Who Am [?” 
Read the following list of facts, and see if you 
can identify the person. 


Failed in business - ¥ ee AT SST 
Was defeated for iets yay 1832 
Again failed in business _._ __ __ _. 1834 
Was distressed (fiance died) _. 1835 
Had a nervous breakdown _. _.. __. 1836 
Was defeated in a local election _. 1838 
Was defeated for Congress _. _. _ 1843 
Was defeated for Congress _. .. _. 1848 
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Was defeated for the Senate _. _ 1855 
Was defeated for vice-president _.. 1856 


Was defeated for the Senate _. __ 1858 
Was elected president _. _.. -.. --- 1860 
Wiassassassinateds. 5 2a Sanaa 1865 


Would you say that this man was a success? 
By all human standards he sounds like a loser. 
He lost seven elections; two of his business 
ventures failed, and he suffered a nervous 
breakdown. Who was he? Probably you al- 
ready know. His name was Abraham Lincoln. 

If success is measured only in terms of win- 
ning, then Abraham Lincoln, one of our great- 
est presidents, would have to be called a loser. 
Yet, when we look at his contribution to our 
country in one of our most critical periods of 
civil strife, we know that he was a success. His 
presidency brought the Emancipation Procla- 
mation and preserved the meaning of freedom 
for all of us in general and the slaves in 
particular. 

While it can be said that success is measured 
in terms of achievement, we must recognize 
that there are many levels of achievement. We 
may achieve less than others and still be a suc- 
cess. John Wooden, the famous UCLA basket- 
ball coach, defines success as a “peace of mind 
which is a direct result of self-satisfaction in 
knowing you did your best to become the best 
you are capable of becoming.” 


26 


The Bible has some things to say about suc- 
cess. In fact, Jesus Christ asked the question, 
“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” 
(Matthew 16:26). 

Also, the Bible gives some examples of peo- 
ple who measured success only in terms of 
money and prestige. They were willing either 
to exchange or ignore the opportunity to find 
real happiness and lasting fulfillment. 

The first person was a man named Demas. 
We don’t know a lot about this young man, but 
we do know that he started out as a compan- 
ion of the Apostle Paul. In fact, Paul called him 
a fellow laborer while he was imprisoned in 
Rome. (See Philemon 1:24 and Colossians 4: 
14.) Later, in 2 Timothy 4:10, Paul made the 
statement that Demas had forsaken him hav- 
ing loved the present world. Evidently Demas 
was unable to maintain his commitment, and 
the picture we get is that he abandoned his 
faith and returned to his former life-style in 
the city of Thessalonica. Perhaps Demas be- 
came a very successful man in the world of that 
day, but what about this basic commitment to 
God and his faith? 

A second person is described in the Bible as 
the rich young ruler (Luke 18:18-23). Matthew 
characterizes him as a young man; Mark pic- 
tures him as very rich; Luke says that he was 
a ruler. Probably he was a member of the gov- 
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erning body of some synagogue which means 
he was quite prominent and important in his 
community. 

By all of our standards we would say that 
this young man had it made. He was rich, 
young, and important. What else would anyone 
need? But this man was not satisfied. He did 
not feel that he was really successful. Some- 
thing was missing; so, he asked Christ, ‘“What 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18). 
Jesus answered by saying that he would have to 
rearrange his priorities. He would have to mea- 
sure success in different terms; he would have 
to accept the full responsibility of being a dis- 
ciple if he were going to be truly successful. 
Christ said to him: “Sell everything you pos- 
sess and give the money away to the poor, and 
you will have riches in heaven. Then come and 
follow me” (Luke 18:22, Phillips). - 

This was a heavy requirement, and the rich 
young ruler just couldn’t stand the price tag. 
The Bible says that “he was greatly distressed, 
for he was very rich” (Luke 18:23, Phillips). 

The point is that this young man could only 
see success through one pair of glasses—money 
and prestige. Down in his heart he knew that 
this wasn’t enough; but when Christ gave him 
the test, he flunked. 

We are not sure that Christ would have real- 
ly required him to give everything away, but 
we do know that he had to be willing to mea- 
sure success in other terms besides self-impor- 
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tance. If he had looked through the spiritual 
glasses of Christ, he would have seen that suc- 
cess is measured by giving and serving rather 
than by gaining and accumulating. To become 
rich in a legitimate fashion is not wrong, nor is 
it a sin. To fail to use our resources to help 
others is to miss the meaning of success. 

A third person who missed the point of suc- 
cess is sometimes called the rich fool. His 
story is recorded in Luke 12:16-21, and it reads 
like a modern-day happening. 


First, he was prosperous in business. Luke 
12:16 says that his “farmland produced heavy 
crops” (Phillips). He was a very wealthy farm- 
er. 


Second, he was self-centered in his thoughts. 
Luke 12:17 points out that he said to himself, 
“What shall I do, for I have no room to store 
this harvest of mine?” (Phillips). Notice the 
emphasis on I and mine. From his point of view 
everything was his. Apparently he had no re- 
gard for the hand of God or the contribution of 
others in making his crops abundant. He mea- 
sured success only in terms of himself. 


Third, he was mistaken in his possessions. 
This man forgot that “the earth is the Lord’s, 
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and the fulness thereof” (Psalm 24:1). He 
paid no attention to the fact that “every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 
turning” (James 1:17). 

In his arrogance and pride he said, “I know 
what I’ll do. I’ll pull down my barns and build 
bigger ones where I can store all my grain and 
my goods” (Luke 12:18, Phillips). He mistak- 
enly assumed ownership of all that he enjoyed 
with no regard for the resources made avail- 
able by the creative hand of God. 


Fourth, he forgot about his soul. This man 
thought only in terms of what he owned and 
the things he possessed. He valued himself by 
all of his tangible assets and material goods. 
He was a hard-nosed businessman who ignored 
the spiritual dimension of his life. His goal for 
living is summed up in Luke 12:19—“‘T can say 
to my soul, Soul, you have plenty of good 
things stored up there for years to come. Re- 
lax! Eat, drink and have a good time!” (Phil- 
lips). 

In many respects this statement is a picture 
of our times. Some statistics say that over 50 
percent of our country’s income is spent on 
pleasure and related activities. The yardstick 
of success seems to be arriving at a point where 
there is no work and all play. While financial 
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security and recreation are important, yet what 
value are they if we make the mistake of ig- 
noring the eternal dimension—the soul? 


Fifth, he faced the eternal consequences. In 
the final analysis this man failed. Although he 
had everything possible to be a success by 
human standards, he was a failure. He refused 
to recognize the most important part of living: 
a right relationship with God and a high regard 
for others. 

Consequently, when the good life finally had 
to end, he was not prepared to meet God. His 
story ends with the payment of the eternal 
consequences in Luke 12:20, 21—“But God 
said to him, ‘You fool, this very night you will 
be asked for your soul! Then who is going to 
possess all that you have prepared?’ That is 
what happens to the man who hoards things 
for himself and is not rich where God is con- 
cerned” (Phillips). 

Now, what does success mean for you? be- 
coming independent and being on your own? 
being liked and accepted by everyone regard- 
less of the price tag? making the big show with 
clothes, car, and money? being classified as 
cool because you refuse to play by the rules 
and use common sense? Or, does success mean 
developing your life in a way that is of maxi- 
mum service to God, others, and yourself? 
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There are many meanings to success, but 
there is one thing for sure—we dare not ig- 
nore God’s terms for success. Oh, sure, we can 
let the winds blow us all about—we can drift 
with the tide. 

Do you remember reading about the Alaskan 
lemming? The lemming is a strange creature 
about the size of a squirrel. Sometimes these 
animals begin a march like they were being 
called by the pied piper. In a great horde they 
rush relentlessly, steadily, and unheedingly in 
a straight path over hills, valleys, and moun- 
tains. At last they come to the Arctic Sea; and 
without a pause they march, tumble, or dive 
into the sea. Out into the water they swim until 
one by one they become exhausted and drown. 

What a tragedy! But many young people get 
caught in the same game. They march with the 
crowd until at last they are lost. 

God has something better for you. He wants 
your life to be a total success. He wants you to 
be a Christian in all of your living. He calls you 
today to a new standard of success. Here are 
the terms: 


“If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. For whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it; and who- 
soever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it” (Matthew 16:24, 25). 
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WHERC ARG + 
WHC ANSWERS ? 


Bible Reading: 


Luke 19:1-10 

Acts 24:16 

1 Timothy 1:5 
Hebrews 9:14 


It was a bright, sunshiny Christmas day in 
California. Everything seemed alive . .. the 
spirit of Christmas filled the air... when in 
the midst of the excitement the telephone rang, 
and a voice urged the minister to come to the 
county jail. 

At once he left his family and the festivities 
and rushed downtown. There in a dark cell, to 
his surprise, sat one of his 18-year-old mem- 
bers, charged with burglary and murder. 

“What happened, Carl?” the minister asked. 

“T can’t explain it,” said the 18-year-old. “It 
was like I didn’t know what I was doing. A 
bunch of us went out to have some fun on 
Christmas Eve. We started drinking, and some- 
one suggested that we rob the all-night gro- 
cery store, just for kicks. At first I didn’t want 
to; but then someone said that if any one of 
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us didn’t want to go, he was chicken. So I went. 
The storekeeper pulled a gun. Before I knew 
what was happening we all mobbed him and 
beat him. Then, suddenly, he wasn’t breathing 
anymore. Now I am so sorry—so sorry .. . 
and it’s Christmas Day. Pastor, what is going 
to happen to me?” 

These words weren’t new to the minister— 
he had heard them before... . 

“He said he loved me, and I believed him. 
Now, when I’m going to have his baby, he won’t 
even speak to me. How will I tell my parents? 
Is it right to have an abortion? Should I think 
about adoption? Oh, I hate him—I hate my- 
self! Pastor, what am I going to do?” The vic- 
tim was a 16-year-old girl caught in the preg- 
nancy trap because of an affair with a mar- 
ried man. 

In each one of these cases the power of 
temptation was confronted, and in each case 
the young person made a choice that brought 
severe emotional pain and long-range suffer- 
ing. Carl didn’t have to go with the crowd. He 
didn’t have to drink. He wasn’t forced to par- 
ticipate in the robbery and beating. The young 
girl didn’t have to date the married man. She 
wasn’t forced to believe his line. She could have 
refused his advances. 

Where are the answers, anyway? How do 
you handle a tough situation when all the cir- 
cumstances are saying Yes, and down deep in- 
side you are trying to say No? 
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The Bible tells us that there is within each 
of us a conscience (an internal recognition of 
what is right and wrong as regards one’s ac- 
tions and motives). It warns us when we are 
in a danger zone and tells us that we must act 
cautiously and make wise decisions. 


First, we are to have a conscience based on 
the Word of God. The Apostle Paul, writing to 
his young friend Timothy, warned him not to 
become confused by all of the many different 
ideas and thoughts he would encounter. Rather, 
Paul said, “The aim and object of this com- 
mand is the love which springs from a clean 
heart, from a good conscience, and from faith 
that is genuine” (1 Timothy 1:5, New En- 
glish Bible). Three things stand out in 
this verse: (1) a clean heart, (2) a good con- 
science, and (3) a genuine faith. 

So the answers to life’s problems lie in hav- 
ing a genuine faith. When ours is a sincere 
relationship with God and when we heed the 
commands of His Word, we learn to live by a 
principle of love—based on a clean heart, a good 
conscience, and a genuine faith. 


Second, we are to have a conscience that has 
been renewed by Jesus Christ. Each one of us 
is the product of conditioning. We act as a re- 
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sult of the modeling behavior or examples set 
by our parents and the many other significant 
people in our lives. Also, we form our attitudes 
about how to live from the way in which our 
living habits are accepted or rejected. If we re- 
ceive praise for certain things, we are prone to 
want to do those things. If we are rejected or 
punished for certain things, we tend to refrain 
from doing those things. Further, what our 
friends think is very important. Above all else 
we want to be accepted and receive approval 
from our peers or from those of our group who 
are close to us. 


However, there is a higher law of conscience 
than parents, respected others, and friends. It 
is the law of Christ who calls us to serve the 
living God. For example, in Hebrews 9:14 
we read, “How much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
science from dead works to serve the living 
God?” 

You see, many times we get caught in a life 
of dead works. If we have received a bad 
example from our parents, bad advice from 
people we respect, and stupid vibrations from 
our friends, we can very easily develop a dead 
conscience that is not sensitive to dangerous 
cues or warnings. On the other hand it is also 
possible to have been so programmed by oth- 
ers until we are overly sensitive to everything 
and carry around a king-size guilt complex. 
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God wants us to have a renewed conscience 
that has been cleansed by the blood of Jesus 
Christ. When we accept Jesus Christ as Lord 
of our lives and begin to pattern our life-style 
after His will, we have a transformed mind 
and are led by the Spirit (Romans 12:2; Ro- 
mans 8:14). We begin to gauge our lives by 
the example of Jesus Christ and the model of 
His life. In fact, the Bible says that we are to 
pattern after His example (John 13:15), fol- 
low in His steps (1 Peter 2:21), and walk as 
He walked (1 John 2:6). - 


Third, we are to have a conscience that can 
make appropriate decisions. The point is that 
most of our life is one gigantic decision- 
making process. We have to process all kinds 
of situations, temptations, and opportunities 
every day. Practically every minute we con- 
front a situation of ‘to do or not to do, that 
is the question.” 

The Apostle Paul recognized this problem and 
had a rather severe struggle in working it out. 
In Romans 7:15 he said, “My own behavior 
baffles me. For I find myself not doing what I 
really want to do but doing what I really 
loathe” (Phillips). Life became so desperate 
that Paul cried out in Romans 7:24—“O 
wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” Finally, Paul 
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found the answer. In verse 25 he exclaimed, 
“T thank God there is a way out through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Phillips). 

Through Jesus Christ this man found a new 
conscience that could be equipped for appro- 
priate decision-making. He learned to walk 
in the Spirit and evaluate his behavior and de- 
cisions by the inner witness of the Spirit rather 
than giving in to the temptations and lusts of 
the flesh or his lower nature. 

Notice what Paul said in Romans 8:1, 2: “No 
condemnation now hangs over the head of those 
who are ‘in’ Jesus Christ. For the new spiritual 
principle of life ‘in’ Christ lifts me out of the 
old vicious circle of sin and death” (Phillips). 

This same process is available to each one 
of us. We can learn to make appropriate de- 
cisions by a conscience that is governed by the 
new principle of life in Christ Jesus. Along with 
Paul we can train ourselves to “have always 
a conscience void of offence toward God, and 
toward men” (Acts 24:16). 

But how does this happen? Where are the 
answers? 

Power is available through the Holy Spirit 
who builds an inner witness and a transformed 
will (Philippians 2:13). You see, each one of us 
has emotions, an intellect, and a will. Tempta- 
tion entices the emotions, and the emotions or 
passions crave to be satisfied. The intellect 
weighs the consequences of yielding to or with- 
standing against the evil. Then the crisis mo- 
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ment arrives when a decision must be made to 
yield or to withstand. 

If the will or decision-making faculty of the 
mind. and conscience has not been penetrated 
and transformed by the Holy Spirit, to with- 
stand temptation and evil is extremely diffi- 
cult. However, when the will has been fully 
committed, we decide against sin through the 
operation of the Holy Spirit. We stand firm in 
the new person and renewed conscience that is 
Godlike “in righteousness and true holiness’ 
(Ephesians 4:24, 25). 

To understand more fully this principle of 
the decision-making conscience, let’s consider 
the following diagram: 


THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 


seeks to penetrate 
and transform the 
will to overcome 
temptations and 
evil behavior 


Weighs the 
factors and consequences 


involved in yielding 
Unregenerate 
and unchanged will yields 
rother than withstands 


Are enticed by — 
temptations and if — 
uncontrolled yield to desire 


WILL 
decides 
and acts 


TEMPTATION 
AND 
EVIL BEHAVIOR 


Al 


An example of this process is found in the 
experience of a man named Zacchaeus. He was 
a Jew turned tax collector—which means that 
all of his family and fellow Jews had disowned 
him: For a Jew to become a tax collector was 
the worst thing that could possibly happen. It 
was so bad that probably when Zacchaeus 
walked down the road his former friends would 
spit in front of him, make cutting remarks, 
and cross the road to keep from meeting him 
face-to-face. 

While his life was lonely, Zacchaeus appar- 
ently did not mind. He made a lot of money 
and gained power with the Romans who ruled 
Palestine and kept the Jews under subjection. 

Then one day Zacchaeus heard of Jesus and 
found out He was coming by Jericho where 
Zacchaeus lived. To avoid the huge crowd 
Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree to get a 
closer look at this unusual Man who was stir- 
ring up the country with His preaching, teach- 
ing, and miracles. 

When Jesus reached the spot where 
Zacchaeus was hiding up in the tree, He looked 
up and said: “Zacchaeus, hurry up and come 
down. I must be your guest today” (Luke 
19:5, Phillips). 

Following this incident a strange thing hap- 
pened to Zacchaeus. He became a new man. 
The Phillips’ translation of Luke 19:6-10 puts 
it this way: 
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So Zacchaeus hurriedly climbed 
down and gladly welcomed him. But 
the bystanders muttered their disap- 
proval saying, 


“Now he has gone to stay with a 
real sinner.” 


But Zacchaeus himself stopped and 
said to the Lord: 


“Look, sir, I will give half my prop- 
erty to the poor. And if I have swin- 
dled anybody out of anything I will pay 
him back four times as much.” 


Jesus said to him: 


“Salvation has come to this house 
today! Zacchaeus is a descendant of 
Abraham, and it was the lost that the 
Son of Man came to seek—and to 
save.” 


Zacchaeus received a transformed mind and 
began to operate out of an inner witness of a 
renewed conscience. He straightened up his life 


and became a follower of Jesus Christ. 


In today’s world we must listen clearly to 
the inner witness of conscience. A few fleet- 
ing moments at a “pot” party, a secluded 
rendezvous of passion, or a shot of heroin can 
cost extremely high interest. And it isn’t worth 
the price when the answer to “to do or not to 
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do” lies in your own conscience when it is con- 
trolled by the Holy Spirit. 

Perhaps the following poem by Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar will put things in perspective: 


This is the debt I pay 
Just for one riotous day, 
Years of regret and grief, 
Sorrow without relief. 


Slight was the thing I bought, 
Small was the debt I thought, 
Poor was the loan at best— 
God! but the interest! 
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WHICH WAY 5 
£6 UP? 


Bible Reading: 


Philippians 2:5-11; 4:7, 8 
1 Peter 2:1-5 


The fog was so thick you could almost cut it 
with a knife! The pilot of the small Piper cub 
broke out in a cold sweat, as he realized the 
plane was enmeshed in a smothering cloud 
bank. 

Visibility? Zero. 

The plane, pushed by the winds beyond 
reasonable control, started to spin and plum- 
meted through an open space. Just then the 
tower operator screamed through the radio: 
“Pull up! Pull up! You’re going to crash on 
the runway!” 

In the midst of his panic the pilot, who had 
lost all sense of direction, frantically answered 
back, “Which way is up? Which way is up?” 

They were the last words the tower heard 
before the crash. 

Vertigo is a medical term used to describe 
“dizziness or swimminess of the head.” It 
sometimes occurs from a person’s revolving or 
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turning around uncontrollably to the point that 
he loses all sense of direction or balance. He 
literally does not know which way is up. 

This was the case of the pilot, and it is rep- 
resentative of many of us in today’s world. It is 
hard to know which way is up when everything 
seems to be going down. 

There have been so many new things in our 
world and so much change that we sometimes 
get a sense of vertigo. Think back over the past 
few years. There have been all sorts of new 
countries named on the map, new metals found 
in existence, new math techniques, new drugs, 
new games, new household appliances, new 
laws, and new taxes. Everything changes so 
rapidly we may wonder, ‘Which way is up?” 

Then, too, all kinds of demands and expecta- 
tions are placed on us: “Do this; do that. Pick 
this up; hang that up. Do your homework. 
Study for the test. Get your hair cut. Clean 
your room. Mow the lawn. Practice your foot- 
ball. Take your piano lesson. Go to church. Get 
off the telephone. Do the dishes. Clean up the 
kitchen... .” And on and on it goes. Sometimes 
it really becomes a hassle. Nobody seems to 
understand and once in a while it seems like 
nobody really cares. 

So, how do you handle the hassle? Some kids 
freak out on drugs or alcohol. Other kids drop 
out and split, but most kids figure out a way to 
solve the vertigo and make life really worth- 
while. 
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Well, the Bible has some things to say that 
help us keep our direction and balance. 


The Bible says that we have to learn how to 
think right. 


The brain is a very complex part of the body. 
It has over ten billion nerve cells and has the 
capability of sending impulses to various parts 
of the body at over two hundred miles per hour. 
More importantly the mind is a tool for learn- 
ing. Through the process of thinking and 
reasoning we have the ability to use words as 
symbols and conceptualize abstract objects 
without seeing them. 

The point of all this is that the way we think 
is very important. Actually, we think in two 
ways. One way is an immediate grasp of some- 
thing new. We face a problem; and like a light 
bulb turning on, we get the solution. We don’t 
analyze or study. The answer just seems to 
appear. 

Another way is to figure out a solution one 
step at a time. Each step is carefully and 
logically decided until an answer or solution is 
achieved. 

Because the way we think has so much to do 
with the kind of people we are and the way we 
behave, the Apostle Paul wrote to the church 
at Philippi and made the point that “the peace 
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of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:7). 

This means that the peace of God can direct 
our.thinking in ways that will enable us to keep 
the right direction. If we program our think- 
ing with all of the low-level things of this 
world, we lose our way. The pornographic 
movies, the dirty books, the suggestive jokes, 
the cursing, the X-rated daydreams, the vio- 
lent TV programs, the fooling around with the 
occult and the drug culture are all storm clouds 
that cause emotional vertigo. 

The long and the short of it is that the mind 
is like a computer. It responds to the way it is 
programmed. In fact the computer program- 
mers have a saying that if you put garbage in 
a computer, you get garbage out. That is why 
the Apostle Paul says in Philippians 4:8, ‘“‘Final- 
ly, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso- 
ever things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
of good report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things.” 

To find the way up, we must program our 
thinking with the things that are true, honest, 
just, pure, lovely, and of good report. Each of 
us has control of his thinking, and we must 
remember that we are the programmers. If we 
put right things in our minds, we get right 
things out. 
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The Bible says that we should learn to think 
with a purpose. 


Sometimes it is very easy for us to let our 
minds play tricks. Through the use of imagina- 
tion we can distort reality to the point we are 
not sure which way is up. For instance the 
word hallucination means that we see things 
that actually do not exist; we just think they 
exist. The word delusion means that we believe 
things that are not really true; we just think 
they are true. The word illusion means we dis- 
tort the true meaning of a circumstance or 
happening. Something is really happening, but 
we perceive it unrealistically. 

Perhaps you will remember the story of the 
railroad worker who accidentally locked him- 
self in a refrigerator car. There was no way 
to escape, and no one heard his cries for help. 
Convinced that he would freeze to death, the 
worker scribbled the account of his approach- 
ing death on the wall of the car. Here is what 
he wrote: 


I’m becoming colder. Still colder, 

now. Nothing to do but wait... . 

Half asleep now, I can hardly write. 
. These may be my last words. 


As it turned out these were his last words. 
When the car was finally opened, he was 
found dead. Yet the temperature of the car was 
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only fifty-six degrees. The cooling apparatus 
was out of order. There was no physical reason 
for his death. There was plenty of air. He was 
a victim of his illusions. He had the wrong 
mind-set. He was not sure ‘‘which way was up.” 

This is why Paul told the Philippians to have 
the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5). He knew 
how important it is to face reality and to 
accept responsibility for our own destiny and 
for living out our lives with the ability to cope 
with every situation. 

Oh, sure, it is okay to daydream—to see our- 
selves in a productive fantasy land. Out of 
these dreams we often create useful things and 
are motivated to high achievements. In this 
regard it is said that Thomas Edison dreamed 
of the light bulb day and night. Actually, he 
conducted ten thousand experiments with old 
storage batteries that failed. His friends used 
to chide him and make fun of him. Often he 
was encouraged to abandon such folly; but 
Edison always remarked, “All this shows is 
that I have conducted ten thousand wrong ex- 
periments. Eventually I will conduct the right 
one.” As we all know, he did. Today the light 
bulb that he invented in his dreams and 
worked into reality is a most necessary part 
of living. 

However, even in the case of Edison, we see 
a mind with a purpose. This is the kind of 
thinking that shows us the way up—purpose- 
ful thinking. 
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Christ knew what God’s will for Him really 
was. He purposed in His heart to do this will 
and fulfill this purpose above everything else. 
Read Philippians 2:5-11 for the outline of His 
life as follows: 


1. He was equal with God. 


Verse 6 says that though Christ was “in the 
form of God,’ He “thought it not robbery to 
be equai with God.” He was coequal, coeternal, 
and coexistent with God the Father. This was 
a very high and lofty position. He was in a 
place of supreme power. 


2. He humbled Himself. 


Verse 7 tells us that He ‘made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men.” In other words Christ did three things: 
(1) He emptied Himself of His divine position 
and power as God. (2) He took the form of a 
servant. (3) He was born in the likeness of 
men. Because of God’s purpose to redeem the 
world, Jesus Christ was willing to become the 
slave to mankind in order to bring each of us 
freedom from sin and death. 


3. He became obedient to death. 


Verse 8 states that “being found in fashion 
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as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” This was no easy matter for Christ. In 
fact, when He had to face the prospect of dy- 
ing for the world on a cross, He prayed in agony 
until perspiration broke out in the form of 
blood (Luke 22:44). The only way He could 
possibly face such an ordeal was through pur- 
poseful thinking. He knew His purpose. His 
mind was set for the task. 


4. God exalted Him. 


Verses 9-11 state, “Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: That at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; And that every tongue should con- 
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.” 

In the final analysis purposeful thinking paid 
off. Through His death all the world received 
new life. By accepting His responsibility and 
being obedient to God’s will, Jesus was resur- 
rected from the dead. He ascended back to 
heaven and God the Father and will return to 
set up an eternal Kingdom. Christ was truly 
exalted by God and has become Lord of all. 
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The Bible says that we should learn to think 
with maturity. 


We have all heard the expression that it is 
the small foxes that spoil the vine, and this is 
true. Often we become our own worst enemies. 
We want to be adult and receive adult treat- 
ment from others, but we get shortchanged 
with childish thinking. We let all kinds of 
emotional garbage get into our computers; and, 
consequently, we do not think with maturity. 

This is what the Apostle Peter was talking 
about in 1 Peter 2:2 when he said, “As newborn 
babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby.” 

This sounds good, but how can we pull it off? 
How is it possible to mature in thinking? Again 
the Apostle Peter gave the answer in 1 Peter 
2:1, where he established a principle of dis- 
ciplined thinking that encourages maturity. He 
said, “Wherefore laying aside all malice, and 
all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all 
evil speakings. .. .” Thus, we have five areas 
of discipline—five crosswinds to avoid to insure 
right direction. 


1. Steer clear of “malice” or “evil.” 


Malice means “an inherent meanness or bad- 
ness.” It is illustrated by Satan himself, who 
has nothing but evil motives. It gives us the 
picture of a modern-day sadist or sociopath who 
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has no regard for the rights of others and will 
do absolutely anything to get his own way. To 
the person of malice, conscience is a foreign 
word. 


2. Don’t get caught in the trap of “guile” or 
“deceit.” 


Do you remember the story of Jacob and Esau 
(Genesis 27)? Jacob deceived his father into 
giving him his brother’s birthright; he took ad- 
vantage of his brother in obtaining the birth- 
right; and finally he had to run to keep from 
facing the consequences of deceit or guile. To- 
day we talk about the professional con man who 
manipulates and exploits others to get what he 
wants. Sometimes we find out that people we 
thought were friends are really deceivers. The 
only reason they “pal” around with us is to use 
us. After they pick our brains, use our ma- 
terials, or get what they want from us, we nev- 
er see them again. When we really need them, 
they never have time. 


3. Watch out for “hypocrisy” or “pretense.” 


A hypocrite is a “person who wears a false 
face.”’ He appears to be something that he real- 
ly is not. He is a pretender and a cheater; he 
lives by a double standard. Everything he does 
has an ulterior motive. He likes to draw atten- 
tion to himself. Perhaps the most tragic scene 
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in the Bible is found in Matthew 26:49, 50. In 
_ these verses we read how Judas, one of the 
Twelve, betrayed Jesus with a kiss. What a hy- 
pocritical act! A kiss is a sign of affection, but 
in this case it was the mark of death. 


4. Beware of “envy” or “jealousy.” 


To be envious is to be “irritated or displeased 
at another person’s good fortune or accomplish- 
ment.” It is to be threatened when we feel 
someone else might be more capable or better 
equipped than we are. It is secretly to wish that 
those who excel or who are successful would 
experience some ill fortune which would cause 
their downfall. 

Sometimes it is really hard not to be envious. 
For some people things just seem to fall in 
place, and everything is always going their way. 
They have plenty of dates or have all the girls 
chasing them. They make the top grades and 
seem always to win at everything. For us it 
sometimes seems that nothing goes right and 
nobody likes us. 

The problem is that by allowing the resent- 
ment and bitterness of envy and jealousy to 
grip us we are the losers. 

That is why the Bible says: ‘Be careful that 
none of you fails to respond to the grace which 
God gives, for if he does there can very easily 
spring up in him a bitter spirit which is not 
only bad in itself but can also poison the lives 
of many others” (Hebrews 12:15, Phillips). 
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Harboring resentment is a sure way to go 
into a tailspin. Therefore, we should “be kindly 
affectioned one to another with brotherly love; 
in honour preferring one another” (Romans 12: 
10): This is a real strength. This is the way up. 


5. Give no time to “evil speaking” or “slan- 
der.” 


Perhaps the most powerful force in the world 
is the power of words. Used constructively they 
can bring happiness and joy. Used destructively 
they can mean sorrow and pain. 

Slander is “the process of defaming another 
person’s character and reputation without just 
cause.” It is a close cousin to gossip in which 
we “spread hurtful tales about other people 
with no justification and only superficial va- 
lidity.” It really hurts to know that people are 
talking about us when we don’t know why or 
what they hope to gain by it. It hurts even 
more, however, to be branded as a gossip to 
the point that others guard what they say and 
are always fearful that their words will be mis- 
construed and falsely interpreted. 

Yes, there are many things that can cause 
emotional vertigo, so that it is hard to know 
which way is up; but God’s Word provides us 
with a gyroscope that will always keep us on 
course in the right direction. When we follow 
the Word, we are always headed up with right 
thinking, purposeful thinking, and mature 
thinking. 
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iISMYLIFE 6 
W@ELEL 
BALANCED? 


Bible Reading: 


Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
Matthew 16:1-4 
Luke 10:38-42 


Have you ever heard the old saying that “all 
work and no play makes Jack a dull boy”? By 
the same token it can be said that “all play 
and no work makes Jack an ignorant boy.” The 
point is that one of the key words for success- 
ful living is balance. 

Actually, all of life is maintained by the 
balance of nature. In order to have sufficient 
vegetation, stable wildlife, and functioning hu- 
man life there must be an appropriate balance 
between oxygen and carbon dioxide. That is 
why the pollution of our rivers, the waste of 
our timberlands, and the infiltration of the air 
with impurities pose a dangerous threat to our 
existence. If the balance is completely upset 
and the cycle of nature is sufficiently disrupted, 
the temperature of the earth could be signif- 
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icantly raised to the point that the polar caps 
at both the North and South Poles would melt 
and create massive floods, earthquakes, and 
tidal waves with the capability of literally de- 
stroying the world. 

Another case in point is evident in the uni- 
verse. For instance, we all marvel at the 
astronauts and the tremendous feat of rocket- 
ing to the moon. What we often forget is that 
success in such a venture demands split-sec- 
ond timing. On the return from the moon to 
the earth there is a precise moment when the 
rocket ship must reenter the gravitation field 
of the earth. If this moment is miscalculated 
or missed by a wrong maneuver, the rocket 
ship could be lost in space. Because of the 
tremendous balance and order of the universe 
in the orbit procedures of the planets, exact 
calculations can be made for interplanetary 
space travel. 

When we look at our own lives, we soon 
know that balance is important. 

Physically, we are made up of five basic 
systems: 


(1) The skeletal system—a tower of bones 
hinged together in such a way that 
we can run, jump, and bend 


(2) The muscular system—a system of tis- 
sue and sinew that contracts and ex- 
pands to make the bones move 


(3) The circulatory system—a network of 
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tubing that carries blood to every part 
of the body 


(4) The nervous system—an organization 
of the brain, the spinal cord, and a 
complex network of nerves that co- 
ordinate all bodily activities 


(5) The visceral systems—a group of sys- 
tems, including respiratory and diges- 
tive 


In order to have appropriate health all of these 
must work together in unity and balance, or we 
suffer illness and pain of some type. 

Balance is also important to our mental 
health. For instance, consider that the brain is 
made up of four basic areas: 


(1) The cerebellum and brain stem which 
control muscle coordination 


(2) The thalamus and cortex which con- 
trol sense integration or messages re- 
ceived from the eyes, ears, and other 
receivers 


(3) The cerebral cortex which controls 
thought and memory 


(4) The limbic system which contributes 
to the function of emotion; such as, 
response to music, etc. 


These areas must all work together as a well- 
balanced unit or our ability to control our 
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bodies and think appropriately will be im- 
paired. 

Emotionally, we know that when our bodies 
and minds are not properly balanced with the 
conditions of the environment (or “the world 
around us”), we can suffer what has been 
termed psychic pain. 

We hear such terms used as neurotic or 
psychotic. These are labels used to describe a 
life that is in some degree of emotional im- 
balance. Sometimes we use the term spaced- 
out or freaked-out; or we say, ‘‘Man, he is real- 
ly out of it!” Essentially, we mean that this 
person is out of balance for some particular 
reason. 

In extreme cases out of balance means “dis- 
organization of thought; disruption in the emo- 
tions; or disorientation as to time, space, and 
person.” This may even include hallucinations 
and delusions in which people see things that 
do not really exist or believe things that are 
not really true. When this happens we use the 
term emotionally disturbed, which is a way of 
saying that life is almost completely out of bal- 
ance. 

Spiritually speaking, the Bible reveals that 
all of life is to be in balance. In the Old Testa- 
ment, Ecclesiastes 3:1 we are told, “To every 
thing there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven.” 

In one sense life is like a large old-fashioned 
scale. On one side is the merchandise to be 
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bought and on the other side are the weights 
used for measuring. When both sides are in 
perfect balance, one looks at the weights and is 
able to determine both the weight of the mer- 
chandise and the cost per pound. Each side has 
its purpose; and when the purpose is fulfilled, 
there is balance. 

Read Ecclesiastes 3:2-8 in your Bible and fill 
in the appropriate words on each side of the 
following diagrammed scale. (You will notice 
that the first one has been done as an example.) 
There are fourteen contrasts to be balanced: 


Ecclesiastes 3:2-8 
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From this scriptural passage we learn that 
our lives should be in tune with the balance 
of nature and the regular rise and fall of the 
events of life. 


We often wish that life were a straight line, 
always moving upward; but in reality life is 
usually a jagged line with peaks and valleys. 
This means that a part of balance includes such 
things as death, weeping, mourning, war, and 
hate. However, when our lives are in balance, 
and we know the God who has created the 
balance wheels of the universe, then we are 
better able to cope with the valleys and en- 
joy the peaks of laughter, love, and peace. 


Perhaps this would be a good time to stop 
and take a hard look at our own lives. Are we 
in balance? There are many things in our 
world to upset this balance. Sometimes drugs, 
alcohol, tobacco, promiscuous sex, running 
around with unbalanced people, and many other 
things upset life’s harmony. We get all bent 
out of shape, and it is really tough to get things 
back together. We can ruin our health, our 
reputation, and our character; and sometimes 
we can even be typed as the kind of person we 
really don’t want to be. But when people keep 
treating us as if we had no value and we are 
not worth very much, it is very easy to say to 
ourselves, ‘““‘What’s the use?” Then we start 
acting the part; and before we know it, our 
whole life is out of balance. Consequently, 
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nothing goes right at school, at home, or with 
our friends. We get to the point we just feel 
miserable. This is a sure sign that something 
is out of balance. 


When we are really down, we become the 
target for some really weird things. Taking 
drugs, for instance, is pretty weird. 


And consider alcohol for another. It goes 
straight to the brain and acts as a depressant 
—not as a stimulant as some commonly believe. 
This depressant action, depending on the dose, 
can cause mild or serious mental disorganiza- 
tion, loss of muscular control, sleep, coma, and 
even death. Actually it produces a phony glow 
that keeps everything out of focus and balance. 


Then, there are many other drugs that we 
can get hooked on in an effort to find a bal- 
anced world. These are all mind influencers 
that induce sleep, pacify madness, block sensa- 
tion, or stimulate imagination. Some are 
“downers” and some are “uppers,” but in every 
case things get out of balance. 


And then there’s LSD. It is a drug that can 
cause colors to brighten and glow and familiar 
objects to seem wondrously beautiful. But LSD 
can also make the user writhe on the floor, 
terrorized by grisly visions, or imagine himself 
so indestructible that he walks in front of a 
moving car. Also, many of the effects resemble 
the symptoms of schizophrenia, a severe men- 
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tal illness. The problem is that these effects 
do not always wear off, and this leaves a very 
real possibility of insanity. Because of this risk 
of lasting harm, many scientists view LSD as 
one.of the most dangerous drugs available. 


The main thrust here is that there are far 
better ways to get things in balance. All that 
the many synthetic mind influencers and 
freaked-out friends do are to force things fur- 
ther out of focus and balance. 


When the Bible approaches this idea of bal- 
ance, it has some important things to say: 


First, decide what really matters. So many 
times we waste a lot of time and energy on 
things that just aren’t very important. Christ 
pointed this out in His illustration of Mary and 
Martha in Luke 10:38-42. Christ was visiting 
in their home, and Martha was very busy try- 
ing to be the perfect hostess and make a lot of 
points with Christ by doing the “gourmet 
‘ thing.” On the other hand, her sister Mary sat 
at Jesus’ feet to learn about His kingdom and 
the truth that He had to share. 


Martha got real uptight because Mary didn’t 
help her do the cooking and serving; and final- 
ly she said to Christ, ‘Lord, dost thou not care 
that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid 
her therefore that she help me.” 
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But the Lord answered her: “Martha, my 
dear, you are worried and bothered about 
providing so many things. Only a few things 
are really needed, perhaps only one. Mary has 
chosen the best part and you must not tear it 
away from her!” (Phillips). 


Mary decided what really counted; Martha 
had things out of balance. It is fine to try to be 
a good hostess but not at the expense of the 
right relationship with God and learning about 
His truth. 


This principle must come alive for us. In 
choosing our goals, our friends, our habits, our 
careers, our use of time, and our overall life- 
style we must make these choices on the basis 
of what really matters—the kingdom of God. 


Second, “psyche out” the situation. In Mat- 
thew 16:1-4 the Lord had an interesting en- 
counter with the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
They came together to test Christ and to ask 
Him to give them some kind of a sign from 
heaven. Christ countered by reminding them 
that they knew how to read the color of the sky 
in order to predict the weather, but they had 
no idea how to interpret the signs of the times. 
The greatest sign of all—Christ Himself—was 
in front of them, and they wouldn’t accept 
it. This is why in Matthew 16:4 Christ said, 
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“A wicked and unfaithful age insists on a sign; 
and it will not be given any sign at all but 
that of the prophet Jonah” (Phillips). 


You see, these Pharisees and Sadducees just 
couldn’t “psyche out” the situation. The answer 
to every need was in Christ, and they misread 
the whole “ball game.” 


In many ways our world has failed to “psyche 
things out” or to really look ahead. That is why 
we have problems such as energy shortages, 
food shortages, air pollution, and inflation. In 
the same way we often get caught in double 
bind or conflict situations. We act before we 
think and make decisions that put us out of 
balance. Balance comes from being able to read 
what is really going on. 


For instance, there is a true case history 
about a 14-year-old who wanted to go out one 
night with his friends. His mother “psyched 
out” the situation and refused to let him go. 
This boy threw a terrible tantrum and was 
finally confined to his room. His friends went 
out and really did things up: they stole a car, 
robbed a store, were caught, and were put in 
custody of the juvenile court. The next day the 
news broke. The boy who stayed home was 
saved from a lot of trouble because his mother 
saw the potential danger of the situation. 


However, the boy didn’t understand that at 
the time. Ten years later, though, he happened 
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to meet his two friends and found out that the 
stealing episode of that night was the begin- 
ning of a life of crime and deep misery. They 
had dropped out of school, had joined the drug 
culture, and had lived a life of total imbalance. 


As it turned out, the boy—who was now a 
man—wrote his parents a long letter of ap- 
preciation for teaching him to “psyche the sit- 
uation out” before he made decisions. Remem- 
ber the old cliche: “Look before you leap!” 


Well, there are many other principles for 
living a well-balanced life, but the two main 
ones include these: (1) Decide what really mat- 
ters. (2) “Psyche out” every situation. 


Perhaps these following questions will give 
added insight to a well-balanced life: 


1. Do I make decisions based on long-term, 
spiritual values? 


2. Do I have a biblical sense of moral 
values? 


3. Am I capable of giving and receiving 
Christian love? 


4. Do I evaluate my behavior in light of my 
Christian witness? 


5. Am I developing my talents and abilities? 
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6. Do I have a reasonable balance between 
work and play? 


7. Do I choose my friends in a way that 
gives me the option of control of my be- 
havior? 


8. Do I have a close relationship with God? 


9. Do I have a communicative relationship 
with my parents? 


10. Do I have a regular devotional period for 
spiritual enrichment? 


Give these questions some serious thought. 
Discuss them with your teacher and friends. 
Make them a matter of sincere prayer. 
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MUSH i a 
fLiBCRRATC OR 
iRFILVRAVE ? 


Bible Reading: 


Matthew 5:13-16 
John 17:15-18 


A man by the name of C. S. Lewis wrote a 
book called, Screwtape Letters. It is the ficti- 
tious account of a senior demon, Screwtape, who 
is always instructing a junior devil, Wormwood, 
in the art of tormenting men. One way to do 
this, Screwtape suggests, is to hound mortals 
with visions of the future. He instructs Worm- 
wood to cause men to have either ‘tortured 
fear” or “stupid confidence.” 

The meaning of this satire is to show us how 
either extreme of facing the world brings only 
unhappiness. But how should we deal with our 
world? Some people are always uptight about 
the world. They figure that any minute the 
whole thing is going to blow. They carry around 
a mythical sign that says, “The world ended 
yesterday !” 
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Other people think everything is rosy in the 
world. They “see no evil; hear no evil; speak 
no evil.” They talk in terms of the goodness of 
mankind that has done such great things as 
transplanting the human heart, putting Telstar 
in orbit, and landing astronauts on the moon. 
But they seem to forget about the gas chambers 
of Nazi Germany, the terrible world wars, the 
atomic blasts in Japan, and the Vietnam fiasco. 

Sometimes it is hard to know just how to 
face the world. Should we hibernate or 
infiltrate? 

We can hibernate and not be involved. Like 
a bear we can hole up in a cave and let all the 
problems of winter go past. Like a hermit we 
can find an isolated spot and forget that the 
world exists. Like Rip Van Winkle we can sleep 
through a whole generation of history. 

However, when the Bible talks about how 
we should relate to the world, it tells us that 
we have a job to do. The Bible makes a case 
for infiltration—going into the world to redeem 
and change the world for Christ. 

An infiltrator is ‘a person trained as a spy 
to go behind enemy lines in wartime and learn 
all he can about the enemy’s secret plans.’ He 
then transmits this secret information to his 
own side for use in planning a strategy of 
victory. 

In somewhat the same way we are called to 
infiltrate the world. While we are not “spies” 
or “infiltrators” in the military sense, we are 
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to be the “salt of the earth” and “the light 
of the world” (Matthew 5:13-15). 

Now, what does all this mean for us in our 
own private world? We might say, “That’s all 
fine and good for you. After all, you don’t live 
in my neighborhood. You don’t go to my school. 
You don’t have my parents. You don’t live with 
my hassle. But how do I infiltrate?” 

True, no two people really have it the same; 
but there are some things that will help us to 
become spiritual infiltrators regardless. 


Inject the vitality of Christ. 


When Christ says, “You are salt to the 
world” (Matthew 5:13, New English Bible), He 
means that every Christian has something to 
give to others. 

In Christ’s day salt was of extreme impor- 
tance. In the climate of Palestine it was in- 
dispensable for the preservation of food. In 
fact, it was as precious as a man’s life and was 
often the cause of dispute and crime. Besides 
this, salt added zest and taste to the bland food 
diet of the people in Christ’s day. 

Thus, Christ is telling us to give to life what 
salt gives to food. We have something the world 
needs, and we are to infiltrate that world with 
a life of joy, peace, trust, and worship. We 
should infiltrate it with a life of integrity that 


cis 


will preserve the world from decay of greed, 
lust, indifference, sin, and even death. We are 
to go into the world, to redeem the world, to 
witness to the world, and to rescue the world. 

However, Christ also knows the danger of 
our becoming so much like the world that we 
lose our edge as Christians. Christ asked the 
question, “And if salt becomes tasteless, how 
is its saltness to be restored?” (Matthew 5: 
183, NEB). He answered it by saying, “It is 
completely useless and can only be thrown out 
of doors and stamped underfoot” (Matthew 5: 
13, Phillips). 

Now, what does Christ mean by these words? 
In answer, there was a merchant in Sidon who 
lived in Christ’s day. Sidon is a coastal town 
that was big in the salt market. Well, it seems 
this merchant bought huge quantities of salt 
in Cyprus and hid it in mountain caves to evade 
paying taxes. The floors of the caves were earth 
which meant when the salt touched the damp 
earth, it lost all of its saltness. It had no 
vitality and was utterly useless except for pav- 
ing roads and sidewalks. The merchant was 
beaten at his own game. 

Get the point? If we allow the world to in- 
filtrate us, we lose our vitality, we lose our 
witness, we lose our influence. No longer do we 
have anything to give. We lose our saltness. 

This is what Dwight L. Moody, a great early 
American preacher, meant when he said, “Sin 
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will keep you from this Book [the Bible]. This 
Book will keep you from sin.” 


Inject the Vision of Christ. 


Christ said, “You are the world’s light—it is 
impossible to hide a town built on the top of a 
hill” (Matthew 5:14, Phillips). 

In this scripture Christ gives us a very vivid 
word picture. Many cities in Palestine are built 
on hills. It is a means of protection, observa- 
tion, and direction. When traveling one can see 
the cities on a far distant hill and use that hill 
as a landmark and guidance point. When the 
cities are lit up at night they can be seen for 
miles. 

This is the way we are to infiltrate. We are 
to be the light of the world. We are to help 
people focus their vision on the Word of God as 
a “lamp unto... [our] feet, and a light unto 

. . four] path” (Psalm 119:105). We are to 
help others see the light of Christ. We are to 
inject a new vision of Christ. 

To do this we must reflect Christ in our lives. 
Do you remember playing around with irides- 
cent lights when you were younger? One small 
boy was fascinated by an iridescent cross his 
dad gave him. He would hold it under a lamp 
and then run into a dark room to watch it glow. 
Finally, he discovered the longer he held it 
close to the light, the more light it would ab- 
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sorb and the longer it would glow in the dark. 

This is the way we are to be in order to in- 
filtrate the world. We are to reflect the light 
of Christ in a dark world. Christ is the “light 
of men” (John 1:4), and we “walk while... 
[we] have the Light, lest darkness come upon 

. [us].” The Bible says, “He that walketh in 
darkness knoweth not whither he goeth” 
(John 12:85). 

The thing about Christ was that He touched 
tired and weary bodies with healing and new 
life. He spoke words that brought renewed 
faith and hope. He loved people and forgave 
their sin. This means that if we have accepted 
Him, we should be like a city on a hill that is 
all aglow with light—iridescent with the light 
of Jesus Christ. 

Perhaps these lines from an old hymn ex- 
press it the best: 


Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, 
All His wonderful passion and purity; 

O, thou Spirit divine, All my nature refine, 
Till the beauty of Jesus be seen in me. 


Inject the Victory of Christ. 


Christ also made the statement that, “men 
do not light a lamp and put it under a bucket. 
They put it on a lampstand, and it gives light 
for everybody in the house. Let your light shine 
like that in the sight of men. Let them see the 
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good things you do and praise your Father in 
Heaven” (Matthew 5:15, 16; Phillips). 

In these scriptures Christ tells us that we 
have something to show the world. We are to in- 
filtrate the world with a victorious life. We are 
to let people ‘‘see . . . [our] good works, and 
glorify . . . [our] Father which is in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:16). 

In fact, Christ carries this idea a step farther 
and even prays for our mission in the world. 
In John 17:15-18 we find Christ preparing His 
disciples for His departure back to His Father 
in heaven. He has chosen them personally; He 
has trained them carefully; now He prays a 
special prayer for their mission in the world as 
spiritual infiltrators. Actually, Christ prays for 
three things in this passage: 


First, He prays for our spiritual involvement. 
He says, “I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil’ (John 17:15). In 
other words, we are to meet the world head on 
with an example of disciplined living that will 
show the power of a life in Christ. It means we 
can be involved but not influenced by the evil 
in the world. It means we can confront the 
powers of temptation and sin with the vitality 
and vision of Christ that will produce a life- 
style of victory in Jesus’ name. 


Second, He prays for our sanctification. To be 
sanctified means to be ‘cleansed, consecrated, 
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set apart, or made holy.” It means to be pre- 
pared for a special function of extreme impor- 
tance as the vessels used for worship in the 
Old Testament were sanctified or consecrated 
for worshipful use. 

In this regard Christ prayed, “They are not 
of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth” (John 17:16, 17). 

In the process of sanctification we actually 
accept and practice the cleansing power of 
Christ. We accept the transformed life in which 
we live a life of spiritual purity and power. We 
accept our position as sons of God who are 
different in our values and life-styles. We il- 
lustrate the truth of God in our daily living. 
We infiltrate the world as the sanctified of 
God. We are set apart for the special function 
of being the “salt of the earth” and “light of 
the world.” 


Third, Christ prays for our mission. In short, 
He sends us into the world in the same way 
God sent Him into the world. Christ puts it this 
way: “As thou hast sent me into the world, 
even so have I also sent them into the world” 
(John 17:18). Christ came into the world to 
save sinners and to inaugurate a new Kingdom. 
He came to perform a special mission of new 
life and hope. He infiltrated the world with the 
“good news” of God’s love. Now that He has 
returned to the Father He has commissioned us 
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to continue His work in the world. We are not 
to hibernate; we are to infiltrate. 

Many young people today are accepting this 
mission that Christ prayed for, and many are 
literally giving their lives. For instance, Jim 
Elliott was a handsome college athlete who was 
a dedicated Christian. Each morning he would 
get up at 5:00 a.m. to read his Bible and pray. 
One day, as he was praying, he felt a special 
burden to become a missionary in a place where 
the gospel had never been heard. He noticed 
that in America there was one minister for 
every 500 persons while in the rest of the 
world there was only one minister for every 
500,000 persons. 

With this driving mission in his heart Jim 
went to Ecuador to be a missionary—and then 
made a daring adventure to infiltrate the Auca 
Indians, a very primitive, barbaric people who 
had never heard the gospel. In the process of 
this mission he and two fellow missionaries 
were murdered by the very tribe they were 
trying to win. 

Later, scattered on the beach, fragments 
from Jim Elliott’s diary were found. When the 
pieces were put together they formed a prayer 
Jim had written during a time of devotion just 
before the flight to the Aucas. In this prayer 
Jim said, ‘““O Lord, make me a crisis man. Not 
just a signpost on the highway of life, but a 
fork in the road so that men who meet me will 
come to know Jesus Christ.” 
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Jim Elliott and his friends gave their lives, 
but later their wives and children went back to 
the Auca Indians in Ecuador and won that very 
same tribe to Jesus Christ. These people would 
not settle for hibernation. They infiltrated. 
They injected the vitality, vision, and victory 
of Christ. 

Must I hibernate or infiltrate? 


Jesus said: “You are the salt of the earth... 
the light of the world. Let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your moral ex- 
cellence and your praiseworthy, noble and good 
deeds, and recognize and honor and praise and 
glorify your Father Who is in heaven” (Mat- 
thew 5:13, 14, 16, Amplified). 
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MAY i 3) 
SYART OVER? — 


Bible Reading: 
Matthew 18:21-35 


In the days of the old West, a young man 
lived with his cousin in a small town, where 
they both worked as farmhands. The young 
man awoke one morning to find his boss, the 
ranch owner, standing over him and angrily 
yelling at him to wake up. He soon discovered 
what the furor was all about: someone had 
stolen the rancher’s favorite rifle. The rancher 
was convinced that he had the culprit. 

When the sheriff was called, and the situa- 
tion began to become clear, the young man 
realized that he had been framed. His buddy, 
the friend who worked with him, had appar- 
ently stolen the rifle himself and sold it. The 
“buddy” had pinned the blame on his partner 
to escape suspicion himself. 

As much as he protested his innocence, the 
young man was unable to convince the rancher 
and had to go to jail for the crime. He stayed 
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in jail only eighteen months, and during every 
day of that eighteen months he bitterly thought 
about how he had been wronged and vowed to 
have his vengeance. He came through the long 
months of confinement to hate his erstwhile 
friend blackly. 

When his jail term expired, the young man 
went immediately to the ranch of his former 
employer, seeking to find the man who had 
framed him. He was unable to find him, but 
discovered by rather devious means where his 
former buddy had gone. He left on horseback 
for the distant city to find him. 

Once there, he met the same fate. His “bud- 
dy’ was nowhere to be found, and once again 
the young man mounted his horse to go on his 
trail. 

For the next six years, the young man spent 
himself in a futile search for the man who had 
framed him. He traveled thousands of miles 
across the West, stopping only long enough to 
work for food and shelter, then moving on in 
search of his target. He never found him, and 
after six years gave up the search. 

The real tragedy of this story is not the be- 
trayal of a friend, nor the needless eighteen- 
month confinement in jail, but the futile, empty 
six years spent in a search for vengeance. 
There was much more involved than the “bud- 
dy” wronging his friend. The young farmhand 
wronged himself by allowing his desire for re- 
venge to dominate his life. What could have 
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been an eighteen-month tragedy became a sev- 
en-and-one-half-year tragedy. And, even more 
important, those years were marked by the 
kind of emptiness and misery that always ac- 
companies the bitter, unforgiving heart. 

Isn’t it clear in this story how much better 
off the young man would have been if he had 
learned the simple grace of forgiveness. Ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, forgiveness is one of 
the most important qualities for any person to 
have. It is a sure thing that every person, at 
some time or another, will be wronged in life 
by another person. It is simply impossible to 
live a lifetime without one’s rights or welfare 
being violated in some way. 

It is necessary, then, to develop a strategy 
for responding to these times when you are 
treated unfairly. The Bible spells it out clearly: 
for the Christian, the only appropriate response 
to wrongdoing is forgiveness. Jesus said in Mat- 
thew 18:21, 22 that a man should forgive an- 
other seventy times seven, or four hundred and 
ninety times, if need be. What an unusual de- 
mand! 

Jesus understood that forgiveness has two 
parts. First, there is the forgiveness that each 
of us receives from God through His Son Je- 
sus Christ. For all the sins which we commit 
and all the ways in which we violate God’s 
Spirit, God is willing to forgive us “seventy 
times seven.” Without the forgiving grace of 
God, all of us would be sinners eternally, and 
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would be fit only for punishment. By the mir- 
acle of God’s forgiving grace, however, we are 
not only removed from the threat of punish- 
ment, but are actually adopted into God’s fam- 
ily as sons and daughters of God Himself. The 
forgiving grace of Jesus Christ is total, and it 
extends to every sin and to every person, re- 
gardless of the situation. The only thing that is 
required is a sincere desire to be forgiven and 
to change one’s way. 

The second kind of forgiveness about which 
Scripture talks is our forgiveness of other peo- 
ple. The Bible plainly points out that God’s for- 
giveness of us should serve as the model for our 
forgiveness of others. We should forgive others 
with the same generosity, and to the same ex- 
tent, that we would like God to forgive us. 

It is possible for a person to forgive other 
people more easily than he forgives himself. 
Some of the most miserable people in the 
world are those who have never learned to for- 
give themselves, even when God has forgiven 
them for wrong things which they have done. 
The mature Christian, when he has sinned, 
must learn to accept God’s forgiveness for his 
life and likewise to forgive himself. He must 
allow himself a second chance—a new, fresh 
opportunity to become the person which God 
intends for him to be. 

One of the most beautiful things about the 
life and ministry of Jesus Christ while He was 
on earth was His ability and willingness to for- 
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give. Over and over in Scripture, we see Him 
reaching out to people who had sinned, forgiv- 
ing them of their sins and reassuring them of 
His concern for them. In perhaps the most 
dramatic example of all, He hung in pain on 
the Cross, only a short time before His death, 
and prayed to God the Father for forgiveness 
of those who were torturing Him. 

Often in our church services we sing the 
chorus “To Be Like Jesus.” If we are really 
serious about being like Him, the act of for- 
giveness is one of the ways that we can best 
follow His example. 


91 


WHY DO i WART 
WO RGCBCL? 9 


Bible Reading: 


Luke 15:11-32 


As far as we know Jesus never told a story 
just for the fun of it. 


The New Testament is filled with stories 
which Jesus told. These stories are generally 
called parables, and every time Jesus told one 
He told it for a purpose. Parables were not 
intended merely for entertainment, although 
many of them are certainly entertaining. Any 
time Jesus told a parable, He had a message 
that He wanted to get across. 


The story of the Prodigal Son is one of the 
best-known stories of the Bible. Ever since 
childhood, we have heard of the young man 
who left home and squandered his fortune, only 
to end up feeding the hogs before finally re- 
turning home. 


Why did Jesus tell this story in Luke 15? 
Why is such a large part of this chapter of the 
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New Testament occupied by this one story? 


It is likely that Jesus understood just how 
many people fit into the category of the 
Prodigal Son. In every age, in every generation, 
in every corner of the world there have been 
prodigal sons. Perhaps you are one, or have 
been one, or have thought about becoming one 
in the future. 


What is a prodigal? A prodigal is “one who 
leaves that to which he belongs and wanders 
far from it.” In the story which Jesus told, 
the Prodigal Son was a prodigal from the home 
of his father; but one may be a prodigal not 
only from his home, but also from the church, 
from his religious experience—even from God 
Himself. 


In order to understand better what is involved 
in the story of the Prodigal Son it is helpful 
to consider why a person would want to rebel 
in the first place, What would make a person 
want to leave that thing which he is a part of 
to search for life in some other place? More 
specifically, what would cause a teenager to 
become a prodigal from God? Why would a 
young man or woman want to turn his back 
on God and wander away from the church and 
religious life? 


First, teenagers rebel from God because they 
do not fully understand His love for them. It 
would be impossible to reject God and leave 
Him out of one’s life if His love were fully 
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understood. Many teenagers have been in the 
church all their lives, but have never really 
felt the love of God. 


It is easy to think so much about God the 
judge, or God the punisher, or God the Law- 
giver that we forget that God is essentially a 
Father, who loves us just as much as an 
ordinary father loves his little child. Many 
teenagers become prodigal teenagers because 
they do not understand how much God loves 
them. 


Second, teenagers rebel from God because 
they have a distorted concept of what He de- 
mands from them. Too many times we think of 
the requirements of Christian discipleship as 
being tougher than they really are. In Revela- 
tion 22:18 the Bible warns against “adding to 
or taking away from” the Word of God. Young 
people are often guilty of enlarging the re- 
quirements of God’s kingdom beyond what the 
Scriptures teach. The rebel is often one who 
considers God to be much more demanding than 
He really is. God demands of us a pure heart 
and a desire to love and serve Him. That is all. 


Third, many young people rebel from the 
church because they have an exaggerated view 
of the glamour of sinful life. It is very tempting 
to think of sinners as having more fun than 
Christians, but that is rarely the case. Tele- 
vision commercials and magazine advertise- 
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ments which depict the life of the “swinger” 
do not tell the whole story. Those who talk 
about the excitement of illicit sex never think 
to mention venereal disease and pregnancy out- 
side of wedlock. Those who describe the joys 
of drinking never discuss alcoholism and the 
pain it can bring into a life. Proponents of drug 
usage often overlook the agony of time spent 
in jail and death from overdose. 


Sin brings death. The Scripture says it, and 
it is true. (See Ezekiel 18:20 and Romans 6: 
23.) But still many teenagers become prodigal 
sons because they have been fooled by the 
glamorous picture of sin presented to them. 
Frankly, many young people become rebels be- 
cause they are lured away from God by other 
persons, and they are too weak to stand up for 
what they really want. Nothing is more tragic 
than the young person who is seduced away 
from the church, when in his heart he really 
wants to stay close to it. One of the dangers of 
close associations with sinners is this one. It is 
important to keep our own goals clearly in 
mind as we go through life. If we know that 
what we want can be had only through serving 
God, let us allow nothing to lead us from that 
determination. , 


Happily, the story of the Prodigal Son does 
not stop with the miserable young man in the 
pigpen. It would certainly be a discouraging 
story if it did. Jesus did not stop there, re- 
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member. He went on to show us the happy 
ending that occurred when the Prodigal Son re- 
turned home and was greeted warmly by his 
father. 


Did you ever stop to wonder what made the 
young man change his mind? It must have been 
that he finally realized that nothing was as 
strong, or as lasting, or as valued as his father’s 
love. Or perhaps it was that he realized how 
quickly the more glamorous delights of sin 
could stop and leave him with nothing. Or per- 
haps it was simply that in the pigpen, away 
from the hectic whirl he had been in, he was 
able to stop and think for the first time about 
what he really wanted out of life. 


Obviously, all of his rethinking of the problem 
would have done no good if his father had 
been hard-nosed and unforgiving. The story 
would still have had a tragic ending if the son 
had returned home only to find his father un- 
willing to accept him back again. The happy 
ending was made possible by the attitudes of 
both father and son: the son was repentant, 
and the father was forgiving. 


This is a perfect picture of God’s relation- 
ship toward His children, and that is why Jesus 
told the story. Though one leaves God, it is 
certainly true that God never leaves him, A 
person can always be assured that God is wait- 
ing as a forgiving father to welcome him back 
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home. The forgiving attitude of God the Father 
is waiting for every prodigal son—waiting only 
to be matched by the repentant attitude of the 
son. 


In the last chapter we talked about forgive- 
ness—about the scriptural commandment that 
we forgive seventy times seven. The Bible tells 
us that this is the way that God forgives us. 
No matter how much we have played the 
prodigal, God is ready to be to us a forgiving 
and loving Father. 
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Bible Reading: 
Acts 9:1-22 


If you had to get in an automobile today and 
drive to some faraway place such as Mexico 
City, you could probably get there. The thing 
that would make it possible for you to arrive 
in Mexico City, no matter how little you might 
know about the place when you began, would 
be a good road map. It would be an easy mat- 
ter to leave from any point in the country, fol- 
low all the necessary highway maps carefully, 
and eventually arrive in any remote town on 
the North American continent. 

Did you ever wonder, when you were a child, 
how your father knew “the way” to all the 
places to which you traveled? To many chil- 
dren, it seems almost a miracle that Daddy is 
able to leave from home and “know the way” 
to any town he wishes to visit. The answer, of 
course, is that he has a road map—and with a 
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road map to guide you, you can find your way 
to any destination. 

In a way, life is a long trip to a faraway 
destination. We might consider all of our goals 
as places to which we are traveling. The prob- 
lem is that we have never been to any of these 
places before, and many times we are hard- 
pressed to know just how to reach them. To us 
as teenagers, the future seems a faraway place, 
and often we wonder how we will ever make 
it to the goals which we seek. 

The answer, just as in the case of highway 
travel, is having a good road map. If life is a 
journey, and the destination is one which we 
have never visited before, it is necessary to have 
some guide to tell us how to arrive at where 
we are headed. 

Happiness might be regarded by many teen- 
agers as the goal of their life. Fulfillment 
might be the thing that others would call their 
life’s destination. Still others might regard their 
life as a journey to success or achievement. In 
any case, getting there requires knowing how 
to travel, which turns to take along the way, 
and what decisions will take us to our desti- 
nation. 

The Bible story in Acts 9:1-22 tells about a 
man whose life was headed in one direction, 
when it was abruptly turned around. 

Saul was intent upon being the strictest of 
all Jews, and was particularly concerned with 
punishing and persecuting Christian believers. 
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To him, the road to happiness and achieve- 
ment was filled with persecution of Christians 
and a personal rejection of Jesus Christ. 

But, in the story of Saul’s conversion, we read 
how he was given a new road map. He began 
traveling in a new direction. And most of the 
New Testament documents the fact that he 
eventually arrived at a destination of happi- 
ness and fulfillment. 

When we see the Apostle Paul toward the 
end of his life, it is apparent that he had lived 
well. Just before being killed, he stated that 
he had “finished the course” and testified to 
the fact that his life had been a good one. (Read 
2 Timothy 4:6-8.) He had arrived at the desti- 
nation of his life’s journey. 

Does God have a road map for our life? Of 
course He does! According to Scripture, God 
knows every creature belonging to Him inti- 
mately. The Bible tells us that He knows us 
so well that He could tell us the number of 
hairs on our head (Matthew 10:30). 

God does not create human beings and leave 
them alone in the world. He continues to stay 
in touch with every person, and He knows 
where that person’s life is headed and what 
path that person should take to achieve happi- 
ness and real life. To understand God’s will for 
us, and to stay on the right track in making 
decisions about our future, it is important that 
we keep in mind five principles of God’s will 
for our life. 
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PRINCIPLE ONE: God does have a plan 
for each of us. This is a simple principle, and 
one which many teenagers overlook. According 
to the Bible, God has a plan for every person’s 
life. To God, there is no such thing as one 
person simply working out his life for himself. 
God is interested in every individual. He wants 
to help that individual to arrive successfully at 
his goals. And He has a plan by which each 
person can have a happy life. 

First of all, God has some general plans, 
which He intends for every Christian to apply 
to his own life. It is not necessary for God to 
hit us over the head with a scroll in order for 
us to understand certain things about His plan 
for us. We can know from the Bible that God 
wants us to serve and worship Him. We can 
know that He intends for the church to be a 
vital part of our lives. We can be certain that 
He wishes us to engage in consistent, day-by- 
day Bible reading and prayer. We can know 
without doubt that He wishes that our relation- 
ships with other people be characterized by 
love and kindness. 

All these things, and many more, are a part 
of God’s plan for every life. Many of the cross- 
roads which we reach in life become less dif- 
ficult when we apply God’s general rules for 
living to the decisions at hand. 

But that is not the only plan that God has 
for us. In addition to His general plan for all 
Christians, God has a plan specifically and per- 
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sonally for each of us as an individual. That’s 
right, He knows our name and everything about 
us. He knows our desires, our ambitions, our 
talents, our dreams, and things about us that 
even we do not know about ourselves. And 
with all that in mind, He knows specifically 
what is best for us and has a plan specifically 
for our lives. 


PRINCIPLE TWO: We can know God’s 
plan. Some people believe that God has a plan 
for their life, but that it is impossible to know 
that plan until it is too late. This simply is 
not true. It is not necessary for us to go 
through life never knowing God’s will from 
one day to the next. 

Not only does God have a plan, but we can 
know that plan. The biggest problem is that 
too many times we want to know the entire 
plan at the beginning. Sometimes God thinks 
it wiser not to tell us the entire scope of our 
life when we are young, but to reveal His plan 
bit by bit as we go along. 

This might be considered similar to follow- 
ing a road map from California to New York. 
When you are driving through Colorado, you 
are not wondering which highway to take when 
you get to New Jersey. You take the journey 
one route at a time. After you have selected 
the right roads in Colorado, then you are ready 
to make choices about roads in Kansas, Mis- 
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souri, Illinois, and so on as you cross each state. 
It would be very confusing to try to keep in 
mind all the highway junctions at the same 
time. Likewise, God does not reveal His entire 
plan of life at once, but rather step by step. 


PRINCIPLE THREE: God’s plan will keep 
us in good shape. We can be absolutely sure 
that we will be well off if we follow God’s 
plan for our lives. There is no such thing as 
a person being truly committed to Jesus and 
being truly unhappy at the same time. God’s 
plans are good plans, and the people who fol- 
low God’s plans are happy people. 

This does not imply, however, that God will 
make us a rich person, or even an entirely 
healthy person, or a famous person. His plan 
for us might not be glamorous, and it might 
not be prosperous from a financial standpoint; 
but we can count on its being good for us in 
matters that really count. 


PRINCIPLE FOUR: Where God guides, He 
provides. When God reveals His plan, we need 
not worry about our ability to follow through. 
If it is His desire that we do something, or be 
someone, He will give us the ability and the 
resources to do His will. God never orders us to 
go in a certain direction if we are not able to 
follow through. He knows better than we do 
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just what our abilities are and just what re- 
sources we have available. If He guides in a 
certain direction, He will provide everything 
we need to accomplish that end. The Bible is 
filled with examples in which God miraculous- 
ly provided what people needed to do His will. 

If we feel strongly that God wants us to do 
a certain thing for Him, and it seems that it is 
impossible for us to follow through, we should 
determine to go through with His plan regard- 
less of the apparent difficulty. Many things 
which seem to us to be impossible turn out to 
be easily overcome by God’s provision. First, 
let us be sure that we are in God’s will. Then, 
whatever the difficulties, let us follow through, 
believing that He will provide. 


PRINCIPLE FIVE: God only shows the way 
—we must walk in it. God can only do so much. 
From there, at some point, it is necessary for 
us to do our part too. 

Notice in the case of Saul that God did not 
pick him up physically and set him down in the 
street called Straight. He merely gave Saul the 
instruction and left it up to Saul to accomplish 
the rest. So don’t sit around and wait for God 
to live your life for you; move ahead with your 
plans, as you seek His direction and attempt to 
know His will. 
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Bible Reading: 


Ephesians 4:25-32 


- We hear a lot these days about peoples’ 
rights. Since the nationwide civil-rights move- 
ment in the early 1960s, people in the United 
States have been very much aware of the con- 
cept that every person alive—whether he be 
rich or poor, famous or just “ordinary”—has 
certain rights that must be respected. 


Several years ago, the United States govern- 
ment made a whole set of laws which have 
been called “civil-rights laws,” because they 
make it illegal to treat a fellow citizen in a way 
that is clearly unfair. 


Did you know that thousands of years ago, 
long before politicians in this country passed 
laws to make people treat others fairly, God 
had already told us how to treat others? 
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That’s right! 


In the Bible we are told many things about 
how to get along with God. Certainly that is 
important. But some people think that getting 
along with God is all the Bible talks about— 
and that is not true. The Bible also has much 
to say about getting along with other people. It 
talks about the rights of other people, and how 
important it is for us to observe those rights 
and not violate them. 


One passage of Scripture which talks about 
the way a Christian should treat other people 
in his world is Ephesians 4:25-32. 


A famous minister observed many years ago 
that it is very fitting for the cross to become 
the symbol of the Christian faith. It is par- 
ticularly apt as a symbol, he said, because it 
consists of two pieces: one is vertical, the other 
horizontal. The vertical part of the cross (that 
that goes up and down) should remind us of our 
relationship with God. We are beneath Him, 
constantly looking up to Him, and He is con- 
stantly looking down to us. The horizontal 
piece of the cross (the part that goes from side 
to side) should remind us that there is some- 
thing involved in Christianity besides our re- 
lationship with God—that is, our relationship 
to other men. That relationship is not an “up- 
to-down” one (vertical); it is a ‘“‘side-by-side” 
relationship (horizontal) between equals. We 
are all at the same level in God’s eyes, and He 
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expects us to treat one another as if we were 
equally important. 


When we were little children, most of us 
learned a paraphrase of Scripture which has 
come to be called the golden rule: “Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto you.” 
This is the way most schoolchildren learn to 
quote it. 


But even before Christ taught men the 
golden rule, God talked to men about how to 
treat others. As early as in the opening books 
of the Old Testament, the Ten Commandments, 
which God gave to Moses, contained more 
teachings about our relationship with others 
than about our relationship with God. 


Look back over the list of ten rules which 
God gave to Moses. Notice: thou shalt not kill; 
thou shalt not commit adultery; thou shalt not 
steal; thou shalt not bear false witness; thou 
shalt not covet; and honor thy father and thy 
mother. These six of the Ten Commandments 
are rules for getting along with other people, 
rather than rules for getting along with God. 


Why do you suppose God’s Word stresses the 
importance of our relationship with others? It 
is obviously because He cares. He cares very 
much about how we get along with one an- 
other, about how well we treat our fellowman. 


In the fourth chapter of Ephesians, the 
Apostle Paul was telling the Christians at the 
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church in Ephesus about their new responsibil- 
ities in their relationships with others now that 
they had become disciples of Jesus Christ. 


Paul began verse 25 with the words where- 
fore putting away. ... These words seem to 
indicate to us that Paul expected people who 
had been sinners, but who were now Christians, 
to “put away” one way of living and to begin 
another. That is what God expects of us. When 
we become servants of God, we “lay aside” our 
old way of treating people and adopt a totally 
new style of relating to them. 


What did Paul tell us that we should “put 
away” when we become Christians? Look at 
Ephesians 4 and see if you agree with this list: 


Put Away Lying 


Lying is one of the oldest sins in the world. 
There are many names for it. Lying may be 
called ‘‘prevaricating, fibbing, telling — little 
white lies, stretching the truth... .” But no 
matter what we call it, it adds up to the same 
thing: “telling something which is untrue, usu- 
ally with the result of harming someone else 
or taking advantage of him.” 


Have you ever considered the fact that the 
devil caused Eve to sin in the Garden of Eden 
by lying to her? Needless to say, that lie had 
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disastrous consequences for Eve and for every- 
one else. Most lies are that way. Even those 
lies which seem to be harmless, which seem not 
to be injurious to anyone, often wind up caus- 
ing injury to other people and to ourselves. 


Put Away Anger 


Many people think that it is perfectly legiti- 
mate to get mad and stay that way. The Bible 
doesn’t agree. To be sure, anger is a normal 
emotion. We all have this kind of emotional 
reaction at one time or another. God never ex- 
pects the impossible of us; He never demands 
that we behave in a way which is out of reach. 
A momentary flash of anger or irritation is per- 
fectly normal, and it is not this kind of anger 
which the Bible is forbidding when it tells us 
in Ephesians 4 to “sin not.” It is not sinful to 
be angry, but it is sinful to stay that way or to 
act in an ungodly manner when we are angry. 


“Let not the sun go down on your wrath”’ is 
the way the apostle expressed it. That means 
simply that if you get angry with someone, you 
should not hold a grudge against him, or refuse 
to forgive him or become reconciled to him. It 
is sinful to harbor anger in your heart, to feed 
it and let it grow, and to refuse to make up 
your differences with another person. Don’t go 
to bed mad. If at the end of a day you have 
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had a run-in with another person that has left 
you angry with him, go to him and do your best 
to clear it up before the day is over. 


Put Away Stealing 


Paul suggested in verse 28 that those people 
who work hard will never have any need to 
steal. He said that the person who stole things 
before he became a Christian should steal no 
more, but go to work so that his needs will be 
provided, and he will have enough left over to 
give to those who are genuinely in need. 


There are many ways to steal. Very few 
teenagers who go to Sunday school have ever 
robbed a bank or held up a cashier with a pis- 
tol. But there are other kinds of stealing which 
are just as wrong. Shoplifting is one of them. 
Copying answers that a fellow student has 
written on his exam paper is another. Taking 
lawn ornaments from a neighbor’s lawn is an- 
‘other. 


There are many ways to steal, and all of 
them are sinful for the same reason: they 
violate God’s rules for relating to other people. 
Even when it seems that the person being 
stolen from is not being hurt by it—like cheat- 
ing on a test or stealing from a big department 
store—the very act of stealing corrupts the 
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person who commits the theft. It makes a dis- 
honest person out of an honest one, and because 
of that God forbids it. 


Put Away Foul Language 


Paul called this “corrupt communication.” He 
might have called it “polluted palaver.” Or 
“tainted talk.” Or “lousy language.” 


This includes a whole batch of crimes against 
our fellow teenager. For example, consider the 
malicious gossip we pass on from someone who 
heard something from someone who heard 
something from someone about poor old Sally 
who is in our second-period English class. We 
don’t know for sure whether it’s true or not— 
though certainly it is very nasty—but still we 
pass it on to a few dozen friends, and maybe 
add a little dirt to go along with it. 


Another example is constant complaining and 
backbiting. This usually occurs against someone 
like the president of one of the clubs at school 
or the leader at Family Training Hour, or the 
like. Whoever is in authority, or maybe some- 
one we are jealous of, is a possible target here. 
No matter what the individual does, we com- 
plain about it, find fault with it, put it down. 
Whatever he does is wrong. We make wise- 
cracks when he is up before the group trying 
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to get something done. We talk behind his back 
about the things we don’t like about him. This 
is definitely “corrupt communication,” and the 
Bible says that it is wrong. 


Put Away Bitterness and Malice 


It seems God places a great emphasis on the 
spirit and attitude that we have toward others. 
The Bible indicates that it is not only the open, 
outright acts which we commit in our relation- 
ship with other people that matter, but our 
inner feelings toward them, as well. 


One of the reasons for this is that God knows 
how damaging bitterness and ill will is to the 
person who is harboring that bitterness in his 
heart. Nothing can eat out a person on the in- 
side as quickly as constantly dwelling on the 
negative, painful aspects of other people. If 
someone hurts us, our continuing to be bitter 
and angry about it only compounds the damage. 


As in the other things which Paul warned us 
to “put away,” this is a standard style of the 
sinner. Holding bitterness and hostility toward 
one’s enemies is normal for people who are not 
Christians. But once again, the commandment 
of Scripture is to turn away from it. God knows 
that there is a better way—hbetter for us and 
better for the people with whom we associate. 
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Can I Do It? 


The answer: Of course you can! It sounds 
tough—that’s for sure—to “put away” so 
many of the habits and ways that seem for the 
sinner to be perfectly natural. But God never 
intended that we do it by ourselves. He intends 
for us to live the life of a Christian disciple by 
the special, divine infusion of grace which 
comes directly from God Himself. 


We can do it with God’s help. We can put 
away lying, anger, stealing, foul language, and 
bitterness and malice—and when we do, our 
relationships with others will improve accord- 
ingly. God does care how we treat our fellow- 
man; and He not only gives us rules for getting 
along with others, but He gives us the strength 
to follow those rules as well. 
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Bible Reading: 
Matthew 25:34-45 


A young missionary tells the story of his 
first missionary trip, when he accompanied an 
old veteran minister into Mexico. As the two 
stopped to witness and preach from place to 
place, the old man turned constantly to the 
younger one and asked the question: “Do you 
really care for these people?” 


At first, the young man confesses, the 
question irritated him. He thought that just 
his presence among the Mexicans showed he 
cared for them, and he resented the suggestion 
that he still had something to prove. 


Gradually, as the question was repeated over 
and over again, it began to prick his heart and 
conscience, and he began to realize what the 
old man was driving at. The young missionary 
testifies now that he had been actually among 
the natives, preaching to them, without caring 
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for them in the way that God commands us to 
care for others. 


God always knows how we really feel. 


Talking about our love for God is easy 
enough. It is no chore to go to church on Sun- 
day, sing the hymns about our love for the 
Lord, and generally talk about how much we 
care for Jesus and appreciate what He did for 
us in His death on Calvary. 


But God always knows how we really feel. 


There is an old saying, usually attributed to 
Abraham Lincoln: “You can fool all of the 
people some of the time, and some of the people 
all of the time, but you can never fool all of 
the people all of the time.” You can convince 
your parents that you love God just by telling 
them. You can fool your pastor and your 
Sunday school teacher if you know the right 
things to say. You can sometimes even convince 
yourself that you really love Jesus Christ when 
it is not truly the case. 


But God always knows how we really feel. 


You say that you love Jesus? God has a 
simple way of knowing whether you mean it or 
not: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me” (Matthew 25:40). 


If you take that verse of Scripture seriously, 
it could make an enormous difference in the 
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way you treat other people. What it means is 
that God decides how serious each of us is in 
our statements of love for Him by observing 
how we treat other people. 


You say you love God. Okay. But you don’t 
run into God every day on the ball field, or in 
homeroom, or at the breakfast table. What you 
do run into day after day, as you go about 
your normal routine of life, is people. And God 
tells us in Matthew 25:40 that our actions 
toward other people will be the standard by 
which He will evaluate our love for Him. 


Let us consider some of the aspects of our 
treatment of others by which God judges us: 


The Behavior Itself 


Any consideration of how we treat our fellow- 
man must begin with the specific acts them- 
selves which we undertake. If the behavior is 
wrong, it doesn’t help for us to “have a good 
attitude” toward our fellowman or “wish him 
well.” In our relationship with others God is 
concerned about what we actually do. It is 
empty to talk about love if our behavior reveals 
hate or unconcern. It is pointless to declare 
that we regard every man as our brother if we 
do things that hurt and abuse him. God seems 
to be saying: Quit talking about feelings and 
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talk about actions! Quit talking about how you 
feel toward your fellowman and start talking 
about what you do to him. 


There was a black preacher in the 1960s who 
was discussing the need for better laws in the 
United States to protect black people from 
lynching mobs. “Lots of folks tell me that you 
can’t make a law that will make a white man 
love a black man—and that’s true,” he said. 
“But you can make a law that will keep him 
from hanging a black man, and that’s pretty 
important to the black man!” 


His point was the point we are making here: 
before you can start talking about emotions 
and feelings toward another person, you need 
to make sure that the behavior itself is right. 
Certainly Jesus was interested in how we feel 
toward one another, but feeling is not enough. 
Matthew 25:40 says, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it ... ye have done it unto me.” The 
emphasis is on the behavior itself. 


The Motivation for the Behavior 


But once you are sure that your actual 
behavior is the right behavior, you must move 
on to consider why you did what you did. God 
is interested not just in the actions which you 
perform, but in the motivation for acting that 
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way. It is important to Him that your reasons 
for your behavior also be appropriate. 


If somebody walks up to you in a dark alley 
at night, pokes a pistol in your ribs, and says, 
“Stick ’em up! It’s your money or your life!” 
do you suppose God is going to give you any 
laurels for giving money to that man? Of course 
not! On the other hand, if you are walking 
through the same alley and see a poor derelict 
who is starving to death, and you voluntarily 
go over and give him a few dollars to buy a 
meal, you can probably assume that God will 
reward you in some way, at some time, for that 
act of kindness. 


What is the difference? Same alley, same 
act, same amount of money. But the motiva- 
tion is different! In the first example you were 
giving because you were forced to give and 
because you didn’t want to be shot; in the 
second case you were giving because you felt a 
need to go to the aid of someone in trouble. 
The behavior itself was the same, but the 
motivation for the behavior was different; and 
God would view the two acts differently. 


If you are treating people in your life well, 
why are you doing so? Is it just to stay out 
of trouble, just to be popular, just to be praised 
for being a good person? If so, God challenges 
you to begin to treat people well for a different 
reason: because all men are God’s children. 
And because, according to the Bible reading for 
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this chapter, when we do something for God’s 
child, we are doing it for God Himself. 


The Consistency of the Behavior 


There is probably nobody in the world who 
is bad all of the time. Everyone could point to 
someone in his life whom he treats well at least 
some of the time. But God wants us to analyze 
not just how we act, and for what reasons we 
act that way, but also the consistency with 
which we act that way. 


Several years ago a secret file was discovered 
in Austria which contained, among other things, 
many of the personal records of Adolf Hitler, 
the cruel dictator of Germany during World 
War II. Found still in good condition were 
“home movies” that were made in the 1940s 
of Hitler relaxing with his close friends and 
family members. The world was amazed to 
see movies of Hitler playing with young 
children like any kind, middle-aged man, hold- 
ing his little niece on his lap to pose for pictures, 
tenderly embracing Eva Braun, his mistress! 
A man who was personally responsible for the 
death of millions of people, who ordered murder 
and torture on the grandest scale in history, 
who was feared as the most ruthless dictator 
of modern times—here he was being kind and 
sweet and gentle to those about him! 


124 


That piece of film makes a very good point: 
there is no one who does not have some good 
in his life, who does not treat someone well, 
who is not kind to someone. But God is not 
interested in the isolated islands of good be- 
havior that you could point to and say, “See 
what a kind person I am.” He is interested in 
the consistency of your good behavior, the even- 
ness with which you treat other people well, 
the impartiality with which you regard men as 
your brothers. 


Note that in Matthew 25:35-45 most of the 
examples which are used are examples of people 
who are in distress, or in bad circumstances. 
They are people who are sick, or in prison, or 
hungry. They are people who are not likely to 
be able to repay the person who helps them. 
It is precisely our behavior toward this kind of 
person that God most carefully observes. He 
is not just interested in our acts and their 
motivation, but also in the consistency with 
which we extend those acts of kindness to every 
man whose life we touch. 


Fussing and fighting among people seems to 
be one of the unavoidable facts of life on this 
planet Earth. Ever since the time of the first 
two brothers in history, Cain and Abel, men 
seemingly have been at one another’s throats. 
Even when Jesus Christ Himself was on the 
earth in His human form, this strife and bicker- 
ing went on all around Him. Even His disciples 
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sometimes argued and fussed among them- 
selves in the presence of Jesus. 


Nevertheless, one of the goals which God 
sets for the Christian is to rise above the level 
of competing and quarreling with his fellow- 
man and begin to treat everyone as a brother. 
This is what the Golden Rule (‘Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto you’) is all 
about, and this is the thrust of Christ’s teach- 
ings throughout the New Testament. 


The Bible reading which heads this chapter 
is one of the most eloquent appeals in Scripture 
for this principle. Notice the appeal which 
Jesus used to make His point as forceful as 
possible. He told His disciples to regard all 
their behavior toward all men as being behavior 
aimed directly at Jesus Himself. He was say- 
ing, “Before you do something, ask yourself 
the question, ‘Would I do this to Jesus Christ?’ ” 
If the answer is yes, we are to go ahead; if it 
is no, we are to change our plans. 


That is a powerful challenge! If we take it 
seriously, it means that every relationship with 
every person will be analyzed by our regard 
and esteem for Jesus Himself. It doesn’t take 
much thought to decide what a difference that 
could make! Can you imagine how quickly you 
would respond if Jesus Christ showed up at 
your front door hungry and tired? Can you 
imagine how quickly you would spring to His 
defense if Jesus Christ Himself were being 
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ridiculed and “picked on” at your high school? 
Can you imagine how glad you would be to 
make a visit to the hospital if Jesus Christ 
were there to have His appendix out and you 
knew that your visit would cheer Him up! 


Jesus is challenging us to act in every 
decision regarding our fellowman as if that were 
the case. This is the most powerful appeal that 
He could ever make; and it should remind us 
of the importance of treating one another with 
love and respect. Jesus Christ died to free man 
from sin—to break the-bonds of suffering, 
sorrow, unhappiness, and misery. While He 
is doing His work in the hearts of men, there 
is much that we can do in our everyday rela- 
tionships to make life better for others. That 
is the challenge of God’s Word. 
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M@AR T© Be 
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Bible Reading: 


- John 3:1-21 
2 Corinthians 5:17 
Galatians 2:20 


Throughout this book we have talked about 
who you are. By now you realize that it is im- 
portant who you think you are, what you think 
about yourself, and how you understand your 
own identity in the plan of God. 


If this book has helped you to understand 
anything at all, it should have helped you to 
realize that you are many different things, that 
you cannot be pushed into a pigeonhole or 
shoved into a computer or described by any 
one word or phrase along with twenty million 
other teenagers. You are an individual, you are 
unique, you are one-of-a-kind. And nobody un- 
derstands that better than God, who made you. 
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And nobody wants more than God for you to 
have an opportunity to express yourself and to 
live the best life possible. 


One of the biggest problems teenagers have 
is not knowing who they are. That’s right! It 
may seem silly to suggest that a sixteen-year- 
old may not know who he is. Of course he 
knows his name, address, and phone number. 
He knows who his father is and where he goes 
to school. But apart from that, many teenagers 
don’t know who they are. The psychologist calls 
this an “identity crisis,” and it is one of the 
really big problems of the teenage years. 


A Christian teenager can know who he is. 
He knows that he is a child of God and a dis- 
ciple of Jesus Christ, and that automatically 
gives him lots of information that he could not 
have otherwise. It tells him where he came 
from, where he is going, and how he is sup- 
posed to act on the way. It tells him who are 
his friends and enemies, what are his dangers 
and responsibilities, and whom he can trust 
and depend on. The key for the Christian teen- 
ager is knowing that he is “in Christ,’ and 
knowing what that means. 


Being “in Christ” means that Christ has 
come, by your invitation, to live inside you, and 
that you in turn have voluntarily chosen to 
have your whole life swallowed up in Him. You 
have chosen to join Him in all that He is and 
does. You have accepted His way of living, His 
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rules for behavior, His rejection of the world 
and by the world, and His future hope. You 
have done this by putting yourself in His place, 
by taking part in His death and resurrection. 


Galatians 2:20 contains the words of the 
Apostle Paul as he describes this experience in 
his life: “I am crucified with Christ: neverthe- 
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me.” 


This verse says it all. Because I have chosen 
to be in Christ, to become a part of Him, and to 
experience what He experienced, even the 
Crucifixion, He has come to live in me so 
thoroughly that I have no independent life of 
my own, but only His life living in my body. 


For everyone who shares that experience of 
being “in Christ” it is possible to know who 
one really is. If you are in Christ, then know- 
ing who and what Christ is automatically de- 
fines for you what you are. 


The next book in this series is entitled The 
Man From Galilee. It is a story of the life of 
Christ, and it is an excellent way to become 
better and better acquainted with your own 
identity as a disciple of Jesus. But before mov- 
ing on to that book next week, consider these 
facts that help you answer the question: Just 
who do you think you are anyway? 
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You Are An Eternal Being 


Like it or not, you are here to stay. By the 
time you are old enough to think about the 
question, it is already too late to turn back and 
become nothing again. According to the Bible, 
every soul that is born into the world in the 
form of a human being is destined to live for- 
ever in some state or another. Sometimes it 
seems that it would be better if that were not 
the case. Sometimes when we get far from 
God and are burdened by the awfulness of our 
sins, we would be glad to know that we could 
end it all—really end it all. We might feel that 
it would be a relief to be put into the grave 
and let that be the end of it. But, according to 
God’s Word, that is impossible. There is no 
backing out now; you are here forever. 


Obviously, the realization that you are an 
eternal being need not be a dreadful thought. 
To be in Christ means that you have life with 
Him to look forward to. We don’t know very 
much about what that life will be like, but we 
do know that, according to the words of an old 
song, everybody will be happy over there. 


You Are a Responsible Being 


Whatever you do, good or bad, you are re- 
sponsible for it. There is no way to avoid that 
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fact about who you are. There are lots of 
theories from philosophy and psychology that 
tell us that people are not really responsible 
for their behavior, that it is the product of a 
combination of heredity and environment, and 
there is very little we can do about it. One 
psychologist who is very prominent says that 
man is like a radish in the soil. Whatever 
amount of rain it receives, whatever the com- 
position of the soil in which it is planted, what- 
ever the impact of the sun and the shade—all 
these things determine what kind of radish it 
will become, and the radish itself has nothing 
to do with the final outcome. Some people be- 
lieve that man is that way, that he cannot real- 
ly control what he does, and that therefore he 
is not responsible. 


God says that you are not that way at all. 
You are a being who has the ability to choose 
either to do right or wrong, to go in one direc- 
tion or another. The Bible is very firm on the 
point that you have the power to choose, and 
nothing or no one can take that away from you. 
But something else goes along with that power 
to choose, and that is the responsibility to an- 
swer for the choice you make. 


Some teenagers want to be adults when it 
comes to choice, but children when it comes to 
accountability. Life does not work that way. 
God says that you are a responsible being, 
with the God-given power to be whatever you 


133 


want and the corresponding demand that you 
answer for your life. 


You Are the Object of God’s Constant 
Scrutiny 


It is impossible for you to be alone—ever. 
God has made that fact a built-in part of 
human life. No matter where you go or what 
you do, God is there and He is interested in 
you. 


David, way back in the days of the Old Testa- 
ment, was aware of this fact, and he talked 
about it in Psalm 139:7-12: 


Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence? 
If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 
if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou 
art there. If I take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If 
I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; 
even the night shall be light about me. 
Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 
but the night shineth as the day: the 
darkness and the light are both alike to 
thee. 
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You are the object of God’s constant scru- 
tiny. That fact can make you feel terrible, or 
it can make you feel wonderful, depending on 
the condition of your heart. For the person who 
is involved in sin and illicit activity, the knowl- 
edge that God is constantly watching ought to 
be a terrifying realization. No matter how well 
you may keep sin from those around you, it is 
impossible to keep your evil acts from God. He 
is not only capable of monitoring your behavior 
—He does monitor it, and nothing escapes His 
eye. 


On the other hand, to a person who behaves 
according to God’s Word, the knowledge that 
God is always present should be a source of 
happiness and comfort. It means that God is 
always present to help in time of trouble, and 
also that God is always aware of every good 
deed done in secret. He will, in the words of 
Scripture, “reward thee openly” (Matthew 6: 
4). 


Wrapping It Up 


God likes people who think. 


All through the Bible, we see God encour- 
aging people to think, urging them to think, 
poking and prodding at them to get them to 
think. The person who believes that he can 
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please God merely by going to an altar and 
praying, who believes that that’s all there is to 
the Christian life, who believes that he’ll never 
have to think and ponder and use his head— 
that person is way off base. 


The first thing you need to think about as a 
young Christian is your own personal identity. 
Who are you anyway? 


God has the answer to that question, and He 
wants to share it with you. He will do so as you 
read His Word, as you spend time with Him in 
prayer and worship, and as you seek the knowl- 
edge of your own identity from Him. 


You cannot truly live unless you are “in 
Christ.” And how can you know who you are 
without knowing who Christ is? In a certain 
sense, you can never know who Christ is by 
reading about Him in a book, or by talking 
about Him in a Sunday school class. 


To really know Him in the way that is best, 
you must meet Him personally as He comes to 
live in your heart. Then you will know who He 
is; and, in turn, He will help you to know who 
you are. You can then say with the Apostle 
Paul, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me”! 
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